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Diſcrti ſunt multi inter illos, mans lingua, flumins linguarum, nid Angclics 
CO. ? — omni ils nibil its proſunt, quia conſcindun EY Vaokes 
loquitur, (i ſciam omaia ſacramenta, Ge. Nemo ergo vobis fabulas veudat, (5 
Pontia fecit miraculum, 5 Donatus oravit, & Dew ej reſpondit de Calo... 
Crederem ſi non diviſiſſet unitatem, nam O contre iſtos ( ut ſic loguar ) mirabi- | 
liarios cautum me fecit Deus mens dicens,in noviſſimis temporibus, —— reneamus 

unitatem fratres mei, prater unitatem, (5 qui facit miracula nibil eſt... 
Proinde fratres mei nemo vos fallat, nemo vos ſedueat, amate pacem Chrifſi, &c, 
Auguſt. exp. in Evang. Johan. traRt. 13. 


— —— — — — 


The Second Edition. 


LONDON, | 
Printed for Walter Kettilby, at the Biſhops-Head 
in St. Pau/'s Church-Yard, M DC LXXXI. 


DE —— 


———————_—_— 


te 
— 


— ets” if 


< 


To the Reverend Door 


TIMOTHY HALTON 


Provoſt of QUEENS-COLLEDGE, and 


VICE-CHANCELLOR 
Of the Univerſity of 


OXEF OR D 
T' IS Diſcourſe, which was ſo acceptable to You 


from the Pulpit,comes now in all Humility from the 

Preſ#to offer it ſelf to your further Acceptance, and 

Proteftion, and tothe Peruſal of all thoſe Learned, 
and Orthodox men, who deſired me to Publiſh it,as containing 
ſome Sober, and wholſom doctrines which they judged ſeaſona- 
ble for the age. Thad a mind to ſatisfie my ſelf in this Subjett, 
and having by Gods blefſing upon my enquiries attained to ſa- 
tisfattion in them,T framed my. a ervations 0n purpoſe into a 
Sermon, to ſee if happily T could ſatisfie other mens reaſons, 
by the ſame Arguments, by which T had convinced my own. 
And becauſe the Spirits of the -Prophetsare ſubjeCt to the 
Prophets, 1 choſe to Preach it in that. Audience,where are al- 
ways ſo many Competent and able Fudges of Truth and Error, 
and what I ſaid on that obſcure Subjett (as Chryſoſtom calls 
it) — been approved therein, I am encouraged to hope, 
that it will find the like Entertainment in other places, _ 
ally among all ingenuous ſpirits, who are wont to read with 
wnprejudiced minds.. But leſt any ſhould think, that the 
Rheme, by which I go in this Diſcourſe, were an Hypothelis 
of - my own inventing, 1 _ confirmed the paſſages in it, 


2 which <--» 


"The Epiſtle Depicartory. 


-- which I thought wonld be moſt ſurprizing, with good Autho- 
rities : becauſe how plauſible ſoever-any Notions in Divinit 

may be, yet they may reaſonably paſs for ſuſpetted, unlefs they 
appear to be agreeable to the Seutiments of the Writers of the 
Qecumenical Church. To write all things conſonantly to Ca- 
tholick Snoipaly is #ſafe rnd excellent rule, and it is for ad- 
hering to it in her Dattrine aud Diſcipline, that the Church 
of England, and Her Clergy have been always perſecuted by 
the Papiſts, thoſe Pleudo-Catholicks oz oxe hand, and their 
Inſtruments, the Anti-Prelatical Sets on the other ; and 
becauſe under God the Univerſities are the ſupport of the 
Chareb, therefore have they been deeryed for want of Learn- 
ing by thoſe, awd want of Virtue and Religios by theſe, al- 
though they have been, and are as fruitful Seminaries of both, 
as any Schools, or Univerſities that are, or ever were i the 
world, And now having occaſion to ſpeak of the Univerſities 

it would be real injuſtice to your Merits, mot to let the world 
knew, how happy ours is in Your Government. I might juſt ly 
= great things of Your Severity in puniſhing of Viee, of 
the great encouragement you give to Virtue and. Learning, 
and of your Care and Vigilance bath over your own Colledge, 
aud the Univerſity, particularly in giving life to the Publick 
Exerciſes in the Schools, of which yau are in all Arts and Fa- 
eulties ſo great a Judge, It.is under ſuch Governours as Tow, 
that the Muſes will flauriſh iv Oxford, and that true Learn- 
ing, and Sound Religion will always be taught therein, And 
therefore that there may never want 4 Suceelfion of ſuch Vice- 
Chancellours as You to Govern that Famous Univerſity, 
nor of ſuch Learned Maſters, and Scholars, as now adorn it, 
#s the hearty prayer of, | | 

SIR, 


Your moſt Obliged 


and'Humble Servant, 
GEORGE HICKES. 


THE 


SPIRIT 


Enthuſtaſm 
EXORCISED:- 


i Cor. Xxit. 4. 
. Now there are diverſities of Gifts, but the 
ſame Spirit, 


this Verſe, will oblige me to explain the moſt 

obſcure, and difficult paſſages of this Chapter ; 

from the miſunderſtanding of which, and moſt 

other places of the Goſpel, which ſpeak of the Spirzr, 
and Spiritual gifts, Impoſtors on one hand, and En- 
thuſialts on the other have raiſed ſuch abſurd and exor- 
bitant doQtrines, as are utterly inconſiſtent, not only 
with the uſe and Authority of the Scriptures, but the 
Tradition of the Univerſal Church, the Orders of the 
Miniſtery, and the Study of Divinity, and by conſe- 
uence render the Chriſtian Religion, which conliits of 
uch Sober and Rational DotQtrines, the moſt wild, un- 
B certain, 


T' E Diſcourſe, which I intend to make upon 


- — — 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed, 
certain, and unintelligible inſtitution that ever was in 
the world. But how groundleſs and unwarrantable the 
Enthuſfiaſtical Interpretations of this, and' other like 
places of Scripture are, will appear from the proceſs 
of this Diſcourſe, in which' I intend to treat 6 parti- 
cularly of the Gifts of the. Spirit, as to leave out no- 
thing, which may be ſaid in ſuch a ſhort Diſcourſe, to 
:luſfiate ſuch an exceflent Subjett, the knowledge of 
which is a moſt Sovereign Antidote againſt the poiſon 
of Enthuſiaſmy which is che Spiritual drunkenneſs, or 
Lunacy of this Schiſmarical age, and ſo diftempers the 
minds of men of the other Communions with extrava- 
gant phancies, as to make them More or leſs affe&t the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, and then conceit, 
like Poets in Religion, that they have them, and are 
inſpired. 

Thus much I thought convenient to premiſe concern- 
ing the matter and deſign of this Diſcourſe, in which 
I ſhall proceed according to this familiar method. Firſt, 
I intend to ſpeak of the ſeveral kinds of Spiritual gifts, 
and ſhew which fort is mentioned in my Text. Second- 
ly, I ſhall treat of the number and 'variety of them, 
and explain the nature of each particular gift. Thirdly, 
Iſball diſcourſe of the true ufe of them, and ſhew the 
reaſons, why they.were given by God to the Primitive 
Church, and not to the Churches of latter times. And 
Laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Practical improvement of the 
whole diſcourſe. 

Firft then as to the kinds of theſe Spiritual gifts, I 
know my Text is often miſapplied by way of accom- 
modation to ſignifie the natural, or acquired gifts of 
mans mind, which in a Phyſical ſenſe indeed may be 
called Spiritual, becauſe they tranſcend the Mechani- 
cal powers of matter, and proceed more or lefs from 
the rational ſoul, whichis a Spiritual ſubſtance, and as 
near a-kin in nature tothe Father of Spirits as the An- 
gels, . 
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gels, his eldeſt Sons can be. Such gifts and endow- 
ments as theſe are Memory, Fancy, Wit, Eloguence, 
and all Organical powers, which are commonly known 
by the name of Natural parts, but more eſpecially the 
pure intellectual powers of Apprehending and Jud: ing, 
Comparing, Ordering and Diſc urſing, many, or all of 
both which kinds ſome happy Souls poſſeſs in ſuch 
abundance, and perfeQion, as gives them, according 
to Ariſtotles obſervation, a natural kind of Superiority 
over their companions, and fits them to govern, or in- 
{truct the world. 

But then how much ſoever ſome men may tranſcend 
others in their intellettual capacities, =S improve- 
ments, we muſt not like the Poets, aſcribe their extra- 
ordinary gifts to an higher principle, than the nature 
of man. For the talleſt Trees are natural, as well as 
the loweſt ſhrubs ; and Gigantick Souls, as wellas bo- 
dies, how prodigious ſoever their ſtature may be, 
yet, like Sau! among his brethren, they are but men, 
though worthy to be Princes, and difter as much from 
perſons gifted by inſpiration, as Goliah from Samſon, 
Praxiteles and Phidias from Bezaliel and Aholtab, or ſtu- 
died Linguiſts from the Apoſtles, who were inſpired with 
the gift of tongues. | 

Indeed all our parts and abilities are the gifts of God, 
who is theoriginal Author of our nature, and by con- 
ſequence of all that belongs thereunto ; but the Gifts of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks: in — are wholly 
Supernatural, andimmediately pr from the Spirit 
of God. Gifts that were given to advance humane na- 
ture above .it elf, to raiſe all its Springs above their 
Fountain, and enable the bleſſed perſons affetted with 
themto ſpeak, and write, and act ſuch things, and in 
ſuch a peculiar manner, as was impoſſible for men not 
4nſpired to do. 

Theſe are the Gifts, or Graces, which the Apoſtle 
B 2 treats 
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treats of in this 'Chapter, as may be proved from the 
firſt verſe, which is an Introduction to his whole diſ- 
courſe, Now Brethren { ſaith he ) Tees mrevualinsgy, con- 
cerning Spiritual gifts I would not have you ignorant. Spi- 
ritual ifs not ſo called from the ſoul, or ſpirit of man, 
wherein they were as 1n their ſubject (for if this had 
been his meaning, he muſt-not have faid regs mrevual- 
x@y, but Tegx voepwy, Or Tee $uymor ) but the author 
from whom they came To Tredua To ay, the Spirit 0 
God, whom our Saviour promiſed to ſend to his Diſci- 
ples after he aſcended into Heaven ; which he firſt of 
all did on the day of Pentecoſt, when: the Holy Ghoſt 
came down upon them ina mighty ruſhing wind to fig- 
nifie the plentiful Inſpiration of the Spirit, and fat upon 
* Nate them allin the ſhape of fhery cloven tongues, as ſo man 


mk viſible Symbols of the moſt * wonderful att of Inſpi- 
ag 75is ration, which was the gift of tongues. 

— But then there being Two forts of Spiritual gifts 
ja 1ep. ad Cor. £09202, and ſpecial, we muſt further proceed to enquire *| 
E4p. 12, which kind of the Two is meant here. | 

By the common gitts of the-Spirit, I meanall tho#, 
that all Chriſtians are bound to pray for, and expect, 
and that are given by God in common to all thoſe who 
{ſincerely veloe them, and labour after them, and that 
are neceſſary for the Salvation of the Soul. 

By Special gifts I underſtand thote, which men are 
not ordinarily bound to expect, and which, unleſs it be 
in ſome few circumſtances, that ſeldom happen, would 
be vanity and preſumption to beg of God, and which 
by conſequence are not neceſlary for the Salvation of the 
Soul. | 

Of'the former ſort are all the ſaving Gifts and Gra- 
ces of the Spirit called 1n the Schools, gratie gratum fa- 
cientes, which the Spirit helps to work in mens hearts, 
as Faith, Hope, Charity, Purity, Humility, and all other 
gracious habits of mind, which the Apoltle calls the 


fruit 
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fruit of the Spirit, and wherein the image of God, the 
Power of Godlineſs, and the Spirit of Chriſtianity tru- 
ly do conſiſt, 

Of the latter ſort are all the Miraculous Unions of 
the Holy Ghoſt, called by the Schoolmen, gratie gratis 
date, ſuch asthe gift of tongues, pover of workins mira- 
cles, figns and wonders, the ſpirit of Prophecy, and the 
like, which are not neceſſary for the Church, but in 
certain caſes of ſpecial exigence, and which, when they 
are neceſſary, are not given, like the other, joyntly to 
all, bur ſeverally to ſome. Such wonderful gifts and 
graces were thoſe, which Elias ſent down with his 
Mantle upon! Eliſha, when he aſcended into Heaven, 
thereby prefiguring the liberal effuſion of the Spirit from 
Chriſt upon his Diſciples after his Aſcenſion ; for as the 
Apoitle writes in the 4th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, When he aſcended up on high, and led Captivity 
( that is, Satan, Sin, and Death ) captive, he gave in 
like manner gifts unto men. 

Both theſe ſorts of gifts agree in this, that they are 
Supernatural, and freely given by God to men, and” 
therefore both of them are called gratie in' the vulgar 
Latin, and Graces in all the modern tongues, though 
for diſtinQtion ſake the former are commonly called 
vzeal:, and the latter yaewovals by Divines. But 
though both proceed from the ſame Spirit, and ſpring 
from tae ſame Fountain of Grace, yet, as I have already 
hinted, they differ in their nature, exrent, and ſe. 

Firſt in their Nature : for the former are nothing, 
but moral vertues inſenfibly wrought in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt, we our ſelves co-operating therewith. 
And their proper effect is to ſanCtifie our nature, and 
make 115 hke, and acceptable unto God. But the latter 
are not-of a moral nature, nor capable of moral confide-- 
ration, as being either pure intellectual habits,.- as the- 
gift of Tongues, diſcerning of Spirits, &c, or — 

Y 
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dily virtues, and powers, as the power of Curing diſ- 
cales, Cc. to which the atefted perſon contributed no- 
thing himſelf, and by which though- he were made a 


* You MES 


more eminent man, or Miniſter, yet was he not made 


(briflieni boni © better Chriſtian than he was before. Therefore 
demons cjici- they did not ſanctifie the nature of the perſon, on 
nnt,omnium 14- x4-hom they were beſtow'd, nor render him in the leaſt 


men nomin4 


 ſcriptaſuxt iz More acceptable unto--God, though they were ( ſome 


Cle. Auguit. of them more eſpecially ) often given to fanQtified per- 


in Pl. 130. 


ſons, and ſo might declare, but not make a man good. 


I fay they were often, but not always given to ſanCti- 


* O; mod 744)4; oy dgyy fy bam iv 
TW, mdy]is T6 mou L.4uCavor Treophyl, 
in 1 Cor, 12.1. ddpogg. mor Tols Tire 
fammilors os tdld's naciouans b Oils, & 
oy 5 mrd pale rartito. Chryſoſt.in Epiſt. 
2d Kom. cap. 8. Hom. 14, 


{ Hieronym. in cap, 7. Matth. Aduiti 
Nihbi dicent, &c, . 


* $7 ſciam ( inquit ) omnia Sacraments — 
«haritatem autem non babeam, nibil ſum. Ne- 
mo crgo vobis fabulas vendat : © Pontius 
fecit mrraculum 5 Donatus oravit, © reſpon- 
dit Deus ei de Celo — Contra iſtos, ut fic lo- 


, Quar, mirabiliarios ceutum me fecit Dew 


meus dicens, In noviſſimss temporibus, c, 
Aug traCt. 13. in Evang. Johan, Cyprian 
de unit, Ecclel, 


fied perſons: for at * firſt the 
Holy - Ghoſt fell upon all that 
were Baptized, and Confirmed ; 
the Spirit of Prophecy was given 


to Balaxm;, the Power of work- 
-1ng Signs and Wonders, and of 
caſting out Devils was given to 


| Judas, as well as the reit of the 
Apoſtles ; and therefore faithour 
Saviour, Matt. 7.23. to this pur- 
pole, Many will ſay unto me in that 
day ( that is, the day of judg- 
ment) * Lord! Lord! have we 
not propheſied in thy name, and in 
thy name have done many wonaerful 
works ? and then will I profeſs unto 
you, TI never knew you, depart from 
me ye workers of —_—_—_ From 
which place tt is evident, - that 
Miraculous gifts are ſo far. from 


transforming the ſinful nature of man, that if they do 
not find us, they cannot make us good, nor, like a ſingle 
att of Faith and Repentance, give us a Title to the King- 


dom of God. 


Thea 
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Then as for their extent, the latter. are not uſeful 
for all Churches, nor for the ſame Church in all con- 
ditions and ſtates; and in the Churches where they 
were uſeful, they were, as 1t appears from Eccleſigſti- 
cal Hiſtory,commonly given tothe Miniſters more than 
the people, to children not art all, and ſeldomer to wo- 
men than to men. Bur the Saving graces of the Spirit 
are equally uſeful for the Church in all conditions and 
ſtates, and are given as much to the people as to their 
Miniſters, and to women and children, as much as to 
men, and they are never taken from thoſe, to whom 
they are once given unleſs they neglect, or abuſe them, 
and grieve the good Spirit from whom they come. 

Laſtly, As for their uſe, the Saving gitts are given 
to men for their own, but the Miraculous gifts for the 
good of the Church. By Thofe we vengalll the Devil, 
and deſtroy his kingdom of fin within us:; by Theſe 
the Apoſtles deſtroyed his kingdom of darkneſs in the 
Idolatrous world : By Thoſe we glorifie God within the 
Paleof the Church ; by Theſe we publifth his Almighty 
Power and Glory to thoſe without. Laſtly, Thoſe 
make us precious in the eyes of God, Theſe make us 
glorious in the eyes.of men. Whereupon Gifted perſons, 
as it appears from the 4h ch. of this Epiſt. ver. 7, were 
often tempted by popular applauſe to pride themſelves 
in their gifts. . For this reaſon it was, as the. Apoſtle 
ſuggeſts in the 11h ver. that God divided theſe Gifts -. 
to ſeveral men in ſeveral meaſures and proportions, ac- 
cording, as he: knew their capacities would bear. For - 
ſuchis rhe infirmity of humane nature, that the beſt of ;” 
Gifted men were apt to * gloritie themſelves in their 


For which reaſon there was giver 4 | thorn in the fleſh 


juvents, colaphizabatur tanquam putr — ſi ergo Apoſiolus potuit exiolli magnitudine revelationum, 
niſi acciperet Angelum Satane, qui ſe colafhizarer — vidis Dominus quod textaret cos ſuperbis ' 
1x petentia mireculorum. Auguſt, 10 Pſal, 130, wind? irde icy i ugg 10 GR F iaepCaneG 


Gas, u, hiEaus Fogeals ene, Clem. ad Cor. 23. 
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Gifts,and deſpiſe the Ungifted Miniſters of the Church. Zp.e4Cor.c.z + 
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to this bleſſed Apoſtle himſelf, ad the mc /|enger of Satan 
to buffet him, leſt he ſhould be exalted above mcaſure 
through the abundance of revelations, which he recerved. 
And therefore knowing, that theſe miraculous graces 
were valuable no further, than as they were ſerviceable 
tothe Church, he reproved the Corznthians in the laſt 
verſe of this, andthe beginning of the next Chapte: for 
their immoderate ambitious deliring of them, a 
them rather to covet, and pray earneſtly for the ſaving 
graces of the Spirit, as the moredeſirable gifts. 

From which compariſon, and likewiſe from the ſe- 
veral diſtributions of theſe gifts, of which he treats in 
this Chapter, itis moſt certain, that he underſtood by 
them not the ſaving univerſal, but the ſpecial miracu- 
lous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. For as he ſpeaks in the 
8thand 9th verſes, to one was given one Gift, to ano- 
ther another, to a thirda third ; toevery man ſeverally 
to one greater to another Jeſs, according as God in his 
wiſdom ſaw fit... Which cannot be truly ſaid of the 
Saving Graces of the Spirit, becauſe God mult beſtow 
them joyntly, or not at all. God cannot give Humility 
toone, Purity, or Chaſtneſs to another, and Charity 
alone to a third, becauſe there is ſuch an inſeparable 
union and alliance among the Graces of the Spirit ( as 
Philoſophers have obſerved of Moral vertues) that 
where one is really, there all the reſt muſt be. Which, 
as I conceive, 1s the reaſon why the Writers of the 
New Teſtament expreſs the whole body of PraQtical 
Divinity ſometimes by Faith, ſometimes by Hope, 
{ometimes by Repentance, and ſometimes by Love, be- 
cauſe the combination of theſe Saving Graces is ſuch, 
that the mentioning of one implies all the reſt. 

But if this be not ſufficient to prove,eſpecially againſt 
Enthuſiaſts, that by Spiritual gifts in this place the mi- 
raculous ſort of them is to þe underſtood, it will unde- 
niably appear from conſidering the number and variety 


of 
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of them, of which I propoſed to ſpeak in the ſecond 
place. For there are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame 


Spirtt. 


A great diverſity indeed, for the Apoſtle here pre- 
ſents us with a liſt of Nine forts. The Word 1 4 Wif- 
dom ; the Word of Kpowledge ; Faith ; Gifts of Healing ; 
Working of Miracles ; Prophecy ; diſcerning of Spirits ; 
diverſe kinds of Tongues ; aud the interpretation of thoſe 
T ongues. 


Firſt, The Word of Wiſdom, or the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, which. is called the Wiſdom of God in 
Chriſt. For asthe Greeks and Romans called the Know- 
ledge of ſecret and excellent things by the name of Phi- 
loſophy: So the Jews called it by the name of Choch- 
mah, or Wildom, which ſo often occurs 1n Solomons 
works. And therefore S. Pas/in his Helleniſtical ſtile, 
which conſiſtedin writing of Hebrailms, or Syriaciſms, 


9 


in Greek, Emphatically calls the 


knowledge of * Evangelical do- 
Qrines and myſteries by the name 


of Wiſdom, and diſtinguiſheth it f 


from the Wiſdom, #z. e. from the 
Philoſophy of the world, in the 
2d ch. of this Epiſt.6, and 7. ver- 
ſes. Howbeit (ſaith he) we ſpeak 
wiſdom, yet not the wiſdom of this 
world, but the wiſdom of God in a 
myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, 


* Aizav vopias s F evſauwnlan, Oc Ser- 
monem =_ vocat non eloquentiam ſed 
veram In4M,cujis ipſe etiam divinus Apo» 
olus gratiam acceperat, © diyvm [ohan. 
Evangeliſta, & diym Petrus Apoſilorum 


ſummus, Negque enim potuiſſent bomines piſ- 


catores, & manu ſibi vittum parantes, (5 lite- 
rarum plane ignari conciones bibere, © ſcri- 
bere, & que dicebant, & ſcriptis mandabant 
virtate maxima implere, niſi 4 diving Spiritu 
veram ſapicntiam accepiſſent, Theodoret. in 
2, ep. 44 Corinth. cap. 12. AoZdlo *'nouv 
Xecsdy + Otdy + imws Vids Eoghraria. — 
Ignat. ad Smyra. 


the revelation of which, God ordained before the world was 
unto our, that is, unto the glory of us the Apoſtles, who 
were the firſt diſcoverers thereof, To them it was that 
the Spirit gave the Firſt Underſtanding and diſcovery 
of the Myſteries of God,and of the Father,and of Chriſt ; 
in whom, as our Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col. 2. all the o_ 

C ures 


10 


T he Spirit of Enthufiaſm Exorciſed. 
fares of Wiſdom and Knowledge were hid. In him 
they were hidden, and wrapt up, before they were un- 
folded by the Apoſtles, to whom in the 14, 15, and 16: 
Chapters of S. Johr's yo our Saviour promiſed 
his Spirittocomfort and aſſiſt them in his abſence, to 
teach them all the things that belonged to the Goſpel, 
to lead them into all truth, to bring to their remem- 


brance, whatſoever he had formerly taught them, and- 


bear witneſs to the Truth of their DoCtrine by his 
works. Therefore the firſt, and moſt principal gift of 
the Spirit was this, AoyO. Eopias, the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, or the diſcovery of all thoſe excellent truths, 
the knowledge and beliet whereof is Eſſential on our 

rts to the New and better Covenant, which God 


th made betwixt himfelf and man. This Supernatu- - 


ral knowledge of the whole Counſel of God in the Re- 
demption of the world through Chriſt, was firſt given 
to the Apoſtles by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and Preached by them to the whole world. Given I; 
fay, tothe ob les, for as we read of Iiaxgjoas Faeroe 


keTo, Atverſities of gifts in my Text: So in the next 
verſe to it, we read Of Hiaxgtons Sraxonar, differences 


of Adminiſtrations, that is, of Miniſteries, or Miniſters 


to whom theſe Gifts belonged. And therefore as the 
Apoſtle hath put the word of Wiſdom firſt in the Cata- 
logue of gifts: So in the Liſt of Miniſters, which an- 
_ to 1t in the 28h.verſe, he hath put the Apoſtles 
firit. 

From whence T'paſs to the word of Knowledge, by 
which with Dr. Lightfoor, and Menochins, 1 under- 
ftand Prophecy properly ſo called, or the revealed 
knowledge of ſecret, remote, and future things. .Of 
ſecret things, as of the mind, or will of God, or the 
thoughts of men ; of remote things, as of what was 
done in other places ; or of future things, as of what 
would be done in times. to come. According to this 
Inter- 


_ —— —  —  — 
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Interpretation you will find, that Prophets, which holds 

the Second place in the Liſt of Miniſters, exatly an- 

ſwers to the word of Knowledge in the Catalogue of Gifts. 

In the Church ( ith he ) God hath ſet Firſt Apoſtles, 

Secondarily Prophets. The Spirit of Prophecy pro- 

perly ſo called had ceaſed a long time in the Fewiſb 

Church before the coming of Chriſt ; but in the /a/t 

days, that is, in the concluſion of _ and be- 

pinning of the Chriſtian Church, God poured it out 

upon all fleſh, and their young men ſaw Viſions, and 

their old men dreamed Dreams, according to the 

prediction of Joel in the 24 chap. which St. Peter on 

the day of Pentecoſt, when the Spirit deſcended with 

all his Gifts, declared was fulfilled to the Jews. By this 

renewed Spirit of Prophecy it was, that the * Prophets * Aas:3, 2. 

in the Church of Aztioch had it revealed to them by the 

Holy Ghoſt, that Barnabas and Szul ſhould be ſeparated 

for the work, unto which he had called them ; that 

St. Peter || knew, that Ananias and Sapphira lyed to 3% 3: 

the Holy Ghoſt ; that * 4gabws foretold the Famin in * Att 11. 28. 

the days of Claudins o_ and the impriſoament of **** 

St. Paul at Jeruſalem ; that | Ananias knew of the Con- 1 ans. 10. 

verſion of St. Paul; and that * St. Pax! told the Cen- * ats 27. 23; 

turion before the Shipwrack that nota manin the ſhip ** 

ſhould be loſt. Laſtly, that St. Joh wrote the Reve- 

lation in the ancient Prophetick ftyle, and that many 

others, of whom we read in | Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, | #uſcb. Fecter. 

foretold many ftrange events. Be. Ub. 5. 62, 
From whence - rrg=n tothe Third Gift, which is *” ©©7 

called Faith, by which you are not to underſtand wivw,,, . .. . 

Aoyuartur, as * Chryſoſt. calls juſtifying, or ſaving Faith, Fpad (br.ocp 

( for that was a common pift to which all Chriſtians **- Theophy! S 

had an equal title and claim ) but Tirwy Enpeiay, the 7; = hn 

faith of Miracles Emphatically fo called, becauſe it was 

acertain ſupernatural confidence,and affurance w 

by the Spirit in the Soul of a man, by which he _ 

2 ure 


__ —_ —_— =, —— ——— 


oy 


* As alfo that in Hatih.17.20. Luke 17, 
5, 6. vid. Chryſoſt. Hom. 29. in 1 ep. ad C6- 
rinth. cap, 12, — dd F of Enuiaor.ott 
iis qu0iv, iy Eoule marr, Oc. Theodor. 
in locum. mig &705 Sw « F Lotwny TewTyv, 
2)" cativyy ae} ns $107 Ns icy Yoo macay 
F mA G51 op WENREIED — 
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ſure he could do ſuch or* ſuch Miracles, before he at- 
tempted to do them. By this ſupernatural confidence, 
and impulſe it was, that men knew, as by a ſign, when 
they could work wonders, and when not, and the 
greateſt Operator, whether Prophet, or Apoſtle durſt 
never undertake to do a Miracle, but when he was aſ- 
ſured by the Spirit he could do it. And indeed it wes 
requiſite for God by. ſome ſecret preceeding impreſfion 
to let the AuSaoxaaus or Teachers of the Goſpel know, 
when he would aſſiſt them, leſt they ſhould attempt to 
do Miracles when they could not, and fo diſcredit their 
own Doctrine, and Authority, and difhonour the 
name of God. Of this fort of Enthuſiaſtical confi- 
dence, with which the Spirit filled the minds of men, 
is that place to be underſtood in 
the * 21.ch. of S. Matthew's Go- 
ſpel, ver. 21, where our Saviour 
told his Diſciples, That if they 
had faith, and donbted not, they 
ſhould not only do what he had done 
to the fig-tree, but if they ſhould 
ſay to that mountain (upon which they ſtood ) Be thou 
removed, and ya into the ſea, it ſhould be done, And 
therefore this ſort of Faith is here put before the Gift of 
healing, and working of Miracles, becauſe it conſiſted 
in an antecedent impulſe todo both. 

Or elſe by Faith is here to be underftood ſupernatural 
courage, and confidence, with which God was wont 
to endow the minds of all thoſe, whom he ſet upon any 
deſign, that would find oppoſitions from Devils or men. 
This fducia, or undaunted courage is called in the New 
Teſtament Tappnoia, which we render boldneſs, As 4. 
13, 29, 3X. But by the ingenious Tranſlator of the 
Mons-teſt ament it is rendered Conſtance, fermete, Liberte 
Hardieſſe, and it was ameffect of that which the Tewiſh 
writers call the Spirit of might, and as | Maimonides ob- 
lerves, 
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ſerves, it was always conferr'd upon the perſon com- 

miſfioned by God after the promiſe of z#techa Ani, or 

Ehich Immach, Go, and I will bewith thee. Which pro- | 

miſe asit was ſolemnly made by God to * Moſes, | Fe- (pate 3g t* 
remiah, and * others in the Old Teſtament : So was it as * Zxek. 3. 9. 
ſolemnly made to the Apoſtles by Chriſt in the New. 2-31-68. 
For after his ReſurreQion, when he gave them Com- iris 
miſſion and Authority to Teach, and Baptize all Na- 

tions, he ſaid, || Al! power is given unto me both in Hea- | Anh. :8, 
ven and Earth, Go ye locks, and teach all Nations, a 
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, &c. and lo ! S. Paul, Atts 
I am with you to the end of the world. Accordingly we 159410. 
read in the As of the Apoſtles, with what invincible 

reſolution and courage thoſe poor men appeared before 

the Jewiſh and Heathen Tribunals, and with what aſto- 

niſhing preſence both of body and mind, they, and 47. 13-46: 
* other Teachers of the Goſpel, bore the name of Jeſs 

__ the Kings, and Princes, and people of the 

earth, *« 

Under the Fourth miracujous Gift, which is the gift 

of Healing, is comprehended the power of Curing all 

diſeaſes both of body, and * mind , 

without the help of Phyſick ,;,, ms qr > Harman 
through the _ name of Teſus eres rg Jargon —_ wry 
Chriſt, as alſo the more wonder- Cs NO 
ful power of raiſing the dead. For "Me: nity 
as inflicting of death is uſually joyned by the Ancients. 

with the power of inflicting diſeaſes : So the power 

of Curing diſeaſes, and railing the dead are uſually 

joyned together in their | writings nee atiout infomi 

as effects of the ſame miraculous ,; i, od m—_ 
gift. Al:hough the latter alſo is «iam & quemadmedum diximus mortuire- 
often reduced under the Fifth {oxrm pry rao 
miraculous gift, "'Eveppnuale /Au- hiſt.c. 7. "Ont 
reutwy, Which we tranſlate work- 

ing of Miracks: under which is comprehended the 
power 


” 4 
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1 Sam. 109. TG, 
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power of working {:gns. and wonders in the Heavens, 
of ſilencing, and caſting Devils both out of Men, and 


Oracles, of inflicting death, as the Prophet did on the 
Captains of Fifties, and their Companies, and St. Pe- 


ter yon Ananias and his wite. Laſtly, the power of 


inflicting Diſeaſes on the bodies of incorrigible ſinners, 
as Paul did _ Elymas the Sorcerer, which in this, 
and the firſt of his Epiſtles to Timothy is called the deli- 
vering up to Satan by Excommunication, and perhaps 
alſo the power of filling the Souls of contumactous ſin- 
ners, with ſupernatural horrour, and agonies, which 
when they are but natural 'are worſe ro be endured, 
than the moſt intolerable bodily pains. 

By Prophecy is not underſtood the gift of PrediQtion, 
or knowing remote, and future events. But firſt, the 

ift of Preaching or expounding the Scriptures by In- 

ſ: iration, in which ſenſe it is {aid in the 4th verſe of 
the 11th chap. every man Praying or Propheſying, that 
is, Praying and Preaching with his head covered diſho- 
noureth his head. 'In this ſence Inſpired Preachers are 
called Prophets in the 14th chap. of this Epiſt. ver. 29. 
Let the Prophets ( faith he ) ſpeak two, or three at a tine, 
and let the reſt hear, and judg, Accordingly Nebia the 
Hebrew word for a Prophet is often rendred in the 
Chaldee Tranſlation by * Saphra, and | Meturgeman 
which ſignifies Teacher, and Interpreter, in which 
ſence the Preachers in the Church of Corinth were ver 
properly called Prophets, who Preached, and expound. 
_ Holy Scriptures by Inſpiration from the Holy 
Ghoſt, 

Or elſe Prophecy may be taken, as it often is in the 
Old, and New Teſtament, for Praiſing of God by in- 


[pired Hymns and Pſalms, For inſpired perſons did uſu- 


ally ſpend their Enthuſiaſm in compoſing of Hymns,and 


. Spiritual ſongs: which.s the reafon we read of ſuch a 


great number of Divine Poets, or Plalmiſts _ 
the 


Green nnss 
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the Hebrews, as Moſes, David, Aſaph, Heman, TJedu- 

thun, and the reſt, Hence it isthat we read 1 Sam.10. 

of a company of Prophets, who came down from an 
high place Propheſying, Singing (faith the * Para- * [7 30D 
phraſt ) with Pfalteries, Tabrets, Pipes and _ 

And both in that, .and the 1 9th chap. where Saul is ſaid 


15- 


. to have Prophefied among the Prophets; the Para- 


phraft plainly ſaith he Sang, or Praiſed God. And ac- 
cording to both theſe ſenles of the word Prophecy you 
find Pfalms, and DoCtrines among the gifts of the Spi- 
rit in the 147h chap. of this Epiſt.and the 26 verſe. 

But thirdly, oy is put herenot only for Preach- 
ing, and Prailing Godby Ihſpiration, but alſo for Pray- 
ing unto him i# publick Aſſemblies by | Inſpired Prayers. | ment 5 74: 
For in the Apoſtles time there was a Miraculous gift of 797 72% fy 
Praying as well as Preaching, when the Spirit uſed to 7 ror- 
ſeize upon the Souls of men 1n publick, and affect them 7912 cumbs 


in ſuch an extraordinary way asto make them pray for 0mm 


ſuch things, and in ſuch a due manner, as in thoſe donum,quod & + 


. +4134. 1pſun ſpiritus 
times, whenas yet the Church had compoſed no Litur x yur. 


gies, perſons not Iaſpired could not do. qui preditus 6 
r4t pro piecbe 
univers2 preces fundebat. Qxendoquidem enim multz eorum, que xobis conducunt, rf odes omg &. 
que minime conducunt po we, dcceffit domum precum 4d unum aliquem eorum, qui quod com- 
muniter univerſe Eccleſre conducebat, id ifſe pro omnibus ſtans poſtularet, rum alios edoceret. 
Spiritum igitor hic vocat tumdonum tale, tum animam eam, quz donum i | ſuſciperet, queqite 
apud Deum interecderet, ac grmerct. Qui ent. hujuſmodi gratia dignatus cſt, is magni cum ani- 
mi compunitione ſtans, multiſq; cum gemitibus mente autem coram Deo proſtratus que omnibus - 
conducunt petit, cujus & nunc Symbolum eſt Miniſter pro populo preces Deo offerens. © Hoc igi- 
tur Paulus ſentiens dixit, ipſe ſpiritus intercedit pro nobis gemitibus inenarrabilibus. Chr. in 
ep. 44 kom, c.8, Hom. 14.. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Theoph.and Occumen. upon the place. . 


In this ſenſe. it was, that the Apoſtle faith that the 
Spirit (or gift of the Spirit ) helpeth our infrmities. 
And that the Spirit, or * Inſpired perſon, maketh in- , 


terceſhon for us Feva)moi: GAQANTOS, with «zutterable  _-— 


views i510 6 
TYIEULRT X05 dvipor OO} ——— 14m magns cum compunttione ſtabat fpiritualss ille bomo, (5 multis 
gemitibas, cujas bodie fignum eſt Diaconns ſtans jintentas ſupplicatioes pro populo cfundens. » 
Fheoph, inlocum, 
ſighs. 
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ſizhs andgroans. Likewiſe ( faith he ) the Spirit helpeth 

* Friam ſep. our infirmities, for * we know not what we ſhould pray for, 
Cs ele [ or in what manner ] 4-we ought, but the inſpired man 
ſwvideaur. maketh interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot 
Mecmen. 1) beexprefſed. W hich groanings were the effeQ of thoſe 
ſupernatural raptures, and Enthuſiaſms, with which 

the Spirit filled the Souls of theſe Inſpired Orators, 

often moving them withal to Pray in unknown tongues. 

* Adverbvium Which S. Paul Emphatically calls praying by _—_— 
fig cum 7re- iN Oppoſition to praying intelligibly, or * with the un- 
poſitione.SanRti. terkeniiing. as you may ſee in the || 14th chap. of this 
= Epilt. the 14 _ I5 verſes, which the Enthuſiaſts of 
gram. philol. this age have fo perverted, and abuſed, This Gift 
Grammaire above all others was looked _= as a ſingular pledge of 
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iſonnee. 
I. Chryſoft. & Gods favour, and as a Seal by which he own'd the 


Theopb. in loc. Chriſtians to be his adopted Sons, And therefore in the 
8th chap. of the Epiſtle to the Romaxs, the Apoſtle 
: calls it the Spirit of Adoption, whereby they were moved 
Inkeeu. to cry Abba Father, A name as S. * Chryſof. 
and Theophyl. obſerve, by which the Jews were no 
where found to call upon God in Prayer, although they 
called God | Father, by way of 
— VDeut.32. 18. al. 2.10. 1Chron. 29. acknowledgement and confeſſion, 
10, 1[.63. 16.64. 8. Fob. 8.41. So Jona 4 chored he Cote P 
c. 8.9. dixit R, Akiba, beati vos © Iſrael ANA tneretore tne Spirit moving 
_ av ayer pr rm? the Chriſtians to invoke God by 
ter veſter quieſt in Celis, juxts didum " : 
dud & ſhargem, Oc. Ezck. b. 25, Sotta the name of Father b KO our SAVI- 
cap. 9- Ig. Poſtquam pradixit futurs ca OUr had directed his Diſciples 
Lemitates tempore viſitarionis rempliſic erum- to 2 44rofs themſelves unto him 
pitr Cui ergo nitemur niſi Patri noltro - : 
quieſt in Celis ? -que verb4 bis ibi repctun- before, did thereby bear witneſs 
ru. with their Spirits, that they 
were the Sons of God, IT pra 
mark what I ſay upon the Authority of S. Chry/oft. 
who aſſerts that the Jews were no where found to invoke 
God by the name of Father, 


» For intheir Offices which are very anci- : * : 
en:. we find God invoked by the name of whi ch muſt be * reſtr ained to the 


Father, particularly in that ſolemn Prayer, Old Teſtament and the —__ 
WAIACTre 


poets; LA 


bo 
+8 
"* 
. 
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"1 
| 
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where from Abraham to the Mac- 
cabeans we find none that calls 
upon him in Prayer by the name 
ot Father, which makes this Great 
mans notion very probable, that 
the Chriſtians firlt invoked Go1 
by that title, being thereunto 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
thereby declared to the unbelie- 
ving Jews, that they were the Sons 
of God, and his heirs, and co- 
heirs through Jeſus Chritt., But 
then faith he, as it were correct- 
ing himſelt, if they did call God 
Father in their devotions, they 
did it, = cixacs Auaroins, of their 
own proper motion, whereas the 
Gifted Chriſtian Orators did it, 
& To Tvevualnns cvepyeics xtv2pY.or, 


by the Spiritual Energy of the 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed, 


7 
which is ſtiled ( becauſe it contains 
Eighceen ſmall prayers) MNWY MN 
and mention whereof is made in the Mifhzs 
[ rratbar. de Bencditiiontins FJ VI cap.4.3 
RambanGamalicl dicitqua'ibct lie orzre deber 
quiſquam ottodecem preces | one of tho 
;rayers beginaeth JAN JIA 

IT1NETN"? fc nos revertcre Pater noſter a4 
legem tuam, [urn us our Father unto thy 
Law. Another Vrayer for the blefſing of the 
ſeaſon of the year,which particularly is cited 
in the Mſn in the ſane tract.cap.q.2 begin= 
eh JV WPD 232 WIRNYITNA 
Bleſs us, our Father, in 2 rhe wo; ks of our 
bands. In the days appointed for peniteace 
which are 10 days, ani to ſome go before 
the Cay of atonement, there are many pray- 
ers,wh'ch begin JII919 1115IN our Father 
our King. Butthough this tit'e of Fathey 
be now found in the Prayers of the Fews, 
yet it is ery probable that they being under 
a ſervile diſpenſation very rarely preſunied 
to addreſs themſelves unto God by that 
familiar appellation, till they faw that the 
Chriſtians, who reproached thein as bond- 
mcn 10 the law, came with ſuch freedom to 
the throne of Grace. 


Holy Ghoſt,and there was as ſenſible a difference ( faith 

he ) between calling God Father from thoſe two prin- 

ciples, as between {peaking in acquired tongues, and 

tongues by Inſpiration, or healing by Phyſick, and 

the gift ofthe Holy Gholt ; whereof the latter carried 

along with them a viſible divine impreſs, and therefore 

the Spirit which moved the Chriſtians to cry * Abba « prracters 
Father in their devotions might well be called the Spirit ipſe teſtimont- 


of adoption, which thereby bore witneſs with their Spirits 


that they were the ſons of G od, 


um dicit dono 
quod datum ej? 
nobts : non enim 
#05 Abba ſo- 


namus ſine teſte & 4 nobss ipſis, werum paracleti donum eſt, © ipſe docuit nos per ſpiritum, id eſt, 
donum fic Joqui in orationibus. Theophyl, Rom, $. 1, Gal. 4. 6. per / 


From whence I pals to the diſcerning of Spirits, which 
was as uſeful a gift as any of the reſt, For asin Egypt 


Satan raiſed up Janes and Jambres, and other Magici- 
| D 


ans 


13. 


* Compare 
Ex.i9. 5,6. 
Deut.7. 6. and 
14, 2, and 26, 
38, with 1 Pct. 
2.9. Col.1.13. 
Rev. 2.9 ani 
5. 10, Datth, 
24, 22, 
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ans to contend with Moſes in working of Miracles : $6 


in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity he raiſed up ſeve- 
ral Conjurers, and Magicians, whoas the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


in his firſt Epiſtle to 7 imothy, Came after the working of - 


Satan with all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders,of whom 
our Saviour propheſying in the 24th chap. of S. Matthers 
Goſpel ſaid, that they ſbowlafhew great ſigns, and wonders, 
and deceive if it were poſſible the very * Eleff, that is, the 


* Church it ſelf. They had power from the Devil ( as. 


S. John plainly faith, Rev. 13.14. and 16. 14.) to work 
ſigns and wonders in the air; to ſpeak diverſe Langua- 
ges;to foretel Plagues and Storms; to tell what was done 
ata diſtance ; t9 make fire come down from Heaven ; 
to vomit flames ; to walkand fly in the air, and cat out 
Devils by a compact with Bee/zeb»b their Soveraign 
Prince. Andall theſe things they did to confront the 
Miracles and invalidate the Authority of the Apoſtles, 
and confirm this Anti-chriftian doQrine, which was 
a contradiction to their Goſpel, that Jeſus was not 
Chriſt. For this reaſon they are called in the fore-cited 
places Antichriſt, and falſe Prophets, and there were 
very many of them, both Jews and Gertiles, as Simon 
called Mags, Elymas the Sorcerer, the ſeven ſons of 
Scevathe "= and many more not mentioned in the 
Scriptures, as Barchozbah, and Apollonins Thyanens, 
who aped our Saviour, as Pharaohs Sorcerers imitated 
Moſes, in as many Miracles as he could do, and was the 
Prince of all the Devils Apoſtles, and the greateſt Ma- 
gician, that ever deceiv:d the world. | 

God therefore in compaſſion to the ſtate of the Primi- 
tive Church inſpired the Governments in all places with 
a ſupernatural Sagacity to diſcern theſe Sztarical ſpirits, 
and diſtinguiſh their works from thoſe of the Spirit of 
God. One of the principal rules, which the diſcerners 
of Spirits gave to the Church whereby to try the Spirits, 
was this : that every Spirit, which wrought Miracles 
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to prove that Jeſus was the Chriſt, was of Gag ; but 
every Spirit, that wrought wonders to prove, that he 
was not Chriſt, or that another was the Chriſt, wasa 
lying Spirit, that Spirit of Antichriſt, which our Savi- 
our foretold his Diſciples ſhould come, and which was 
in the world in the time of S. Fohz, as you may read 
in the place I cited before, as allo in his 2 Epilſt ver, 7. 
Conformably to this S. Paulin the verſe before my text, 
lays down the ſame infallible rule that no man that cal- 
lerh Jeſus Anathema, as many Infidels and Apoſtates 
did, can ſpeak by the Spirit of God. Another rule 
whereby to try the Spirits was ſubmiſſion, and obedi- 
ence to the Governours of the Church. We are of God : 
( faith S.John, 1 Ep.4.6. ) he that knoweth God heareth us ; 
he that is not of God heareth not us : hereby we know the ſpirit 
of truth, and the ſpirit of error. And If any man among 
you ( faith S. Paul, 1 Cor. 14.37.) pretend to be a Pro- 
phet or inſpired by th: Holy Ghoſt, as a ſign that he is truly 
ſo, let him acknowledge, that the things I write unto you are 
the Commanaments of God, I queſtion not, but they had 
other teſts beſides theſe, by which to try the ſpirits, as 
that every = which wrought ſigns to confirm any 
doftrine, which was inconſiſtent witha pure and peace- 
able life, or the ſober uſe, and rules of moral reaſon, 2 7* Mer 
muſt needs be a diabolical Pſeudo-propherical ſpirit, as *Puucjsr, 5 3 
I think I could demonſtrate, if I had bur time. Th ly 65 
From whence I come to ſpeak of the two laſt kinds, 277, 2u51u; 
viz.of the * Gift of Tongues, and which was as won- #2: 
derful as that, the gift of Izterpreting thereof. To the Y\"5" = 
underſtanding of which be pleaſed to take notice that - rPYg 
the gift of ſtrange tongues was uſually accompanied with 797*% . 
{uch ſtrong Enthuſtaſms, and Raptures, that the affeted yr p08 = 
perſon could not uſe his ow inan ordinary 7 #r4g# 5, 
way, ſo as to|| interpret, and explain his inſpirations in {pres © 
the audience to which he ſpoke ; which was the reaſon (hr/. ib. 
that the ſpirit did uſually reveal to * others, who ſtood * *©77:74- 
by 
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by and underſtood fot the infptred Languages, the mat- 
*1 Cor. 14.13. ter, whichthe gifted Oracles ſpoke, orelſe by a * new 
iz iN{Piration revealeduntothemthethings which they had 
eusai- Ipoken in the unknown tongue, but through the vio- 
210 70,7, enccot the Enthuſiaſm had forgot. Which latter Gift, 
x1 Cor.12 10 becauſe it was more profitable for the Church, the 
Apoſtle in the 14th chap. preters before the former,which 

the vain Corinthians did lo much aftett. 
Theſe are the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which as it appears from the 28. wer. of this chap. God 
gaveto the difference of Miniſteries, or Miniſters, 7. e. 
rothe Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers, Helps and Govern- 
ments of the Primitive Church. To the Teachers,z.e. to the 
more profound and ſolid fort of Doctors, who anſwered 
ro the Scribes in the Synagogue, and wholly devoted 
themſelves to Preach,and expound the Scriptures,which 
was an excellent Gift, or Talent, and always eſteemed 
the moſt uſeful way of inſtruction (eſpecially of the 
Ae 23.27- Jews) in the Primitive Chriſtian Church. To the 
23 #llps, 4.e. tothehelpers, or aſſiſtants, ſuchas the Evan- 
gelifts were to the Apoſtles, as S:/z5 to Paul, Mark to 
Barzab, or ſuch as the Deacons were to the Biſhops, 
and Presbyters, and the whole Church. And they are 
*Deacons called helps by an Hebraiſm in Greek, as the * Levites 
called FFI, were called in the Jewiſh Church and Language, 
40. — Kai C2379 INYDDb helps ro the Prieſts, By Governments 
i iZ!/- areto be underitood Governours, for in the Hellenifſti- 
Riſe Cal ſtile theabſtract is often put for the concrete, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the Hebrew,and Syriack v5 


So Rcv. 2. 2. > p - X 
0 wake and by Governours are meant the Apoſtles and * Biſhops, 


the Church of tO whom the Gift of diſcerning Spirits ſeems to have 


_ - con- belonged in a peculiar manner, becauſe the word Ku- 
meow Btpynor;,. which is here put for Government, is uſed b 

which ſay they the Sepruagint to render the Hebrew word T achbaloth, 
are Apoltles, 
ad are not. 


which ſignifies diſcerning Wiſdom, Prudence,or Coun- 
ſel, wherein the ſpirit of Government doth conſiſt. 
Thus 
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Thus in the frſt of Proverbs, v. 5. where we ſay, amr 
of underſtanding ſhall attain unto wiſe counſel, the Septua- 
gint ſaith, o vonwwy xvEtproo xhnoela,e man of underſtand- 
ins ſhall attain unto Government, The like may be ſeen 


Prov.11.14.and 14.6. 


There were other Miraculous gifts under the New 
Teſtament, which are not mentioned in this Chapter, 
and which though properly ſpeaking they did not pro- 
ceed from the Holy Ghoſt, yet in a large ſenſe may be 
called ſpiritual gifts. Theſe were the vorce from Heaven, 


which the Jovs called Barh-col, and the appearance: 


of Angels thoſe holy meſſengers of God, and Miniſtring 
Spirits, who ſometimes ated as Gods Vicegerents, and 


* aſſumed his perſon in ſpeaking to men. 


the Apolile take no notice of them here, becauſe they ow. 


were not intrinſecal, and inherent gifts, yet FE thought 
fit to mention them becauſe they were extraordinary, 
and relate to ſome paſſages in the following part of this 


diſcourſe. 


Thus having given you an account of the number; 
and diverſities ot theſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, toge- 
ther with the difference of M:niſteries to which they be- 
long'd, I proceed in the Third place to ſhew the reaſons, 
why they were given by God to the Primitive Church- 


es, and not to the Churches of latter times. 


Now this reaſon 1s to be taken from the* wants and 
neceſſities of the Primitive Church, whoſe infant-tate 
required, that God ſhould aſſiſt her with the Miracu- 
lous Gifts of the Spirit, till the Goſpel was ſufficiently 
Preach'd about the Empire; the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament compleated; the Temple-worſhip 
aboliſhed among the Jews ; Idolatry deſtroyed among 
the Gertiles, and both were united together under 
Chriſt into one Communion, or Catholick Church. 
It had been impoſſible for God to bring to. paſs all theſe 
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ſtupendous things 1n a way conſiſtent with his own 
Wiſdom, and the freedom of humane nature, without 
making ule of theſe, or other fitting means, as wonder- 
ful as theſe, to publiſh the Goſpel, and confirm the 
truth thereof. How ſhould the- Jewiſh and Gentile 
world have believed without Apoſtles, and * Apoſtoli- 
cal Preachers, and how ſhould the Apoſtles, and Evan- 
eliſts have preached, unleſs they had been inſpired ? 
or their Saviour left them like Orphans, or rather 
like Scholars of the third Claſſe, before he had revealed 
all the Goſpel unto them, . and therefore it was neceſſa- 
ry for God to {end his Spirit the Comforter to ſupply 
his place among them, to build upon the Foundation, 
which he had laid, and diſcover the word of Wiſdom 
inasample manner unto them, as they were to Preach 
it about the world. And then becauſe they were illi- 
terate men, that knew no Languages but their own, 
it was requilite for him to give them, and their aſſiſtants 
the gift of ſtrange p jo. that they might freely con- 
verſe with men of all countries, and Provinces, and 
Preach the Goſpel through all the world. 

But then as the Spirit qualified them by infuſed Divi- 
nity and Languages to preach: So was 1t requiſite for 
him to confirm the Truth of their doGtrine by Signs, 
and Wonders, as by giving them Power to ſilence Ora- 
cles, and rebuke Magical ſpirits, to caſt out Devils, 
heal the Sick, raiſe the Dead, and demonſtrate his 
ſpecial Preſence in Chriſtian aſſemblies by ſending his 
Spirit upon private men, and Idiots, and in particular 
by enabling them to ſpeak in ſtrange tongues, which 
by reaſon of the rapturous way in which they were 
inſpired, they could not interpret to the Congrega- 
tions, in which they ſpoke. This manner of ſpeak- 
ing in unknown tongues is different from that, which 
I mentioned a little before, For the former way of 
ipeaking was given to the Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, 
nor 
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not ſo much for a ſign, as to enable them to inſtrutt fo- 
reign nations in the Faith,and it was either a permanent 
iſe or if it were not, it always came upon them in a 
calm and gentle manner, inſomuch that they were per- 
fe&t maſters of their own underſtandings, and could 
freely converſe with the peopie, to whom they ſpoke. 

But the uſe of the latter was principally * S724, or *1 Cor.14-223 
Teſtimonial, like other miracles, and came upon the 
people, as well as the Miniſters, and that in ſacha rap- 
turous Enthuſiaſtical manner, that though they under- 
ſtood their | own inſpirations, yet they were not able |, /4,.14.4. 
to interpret them to the Church, and therefore to this 
gift was uſually annexed the more uſeful gift of interpre- 
ting tongues, of which I ſpoke before. 

|| theſe Miracles are called the Teſtimony of the 

Spirit, particularly, Heb. 2.4. God the ſender of the 
Spirit is ſaid to have borz the Apoſtles witneſs, with ſigns, 
and wonders and divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Hither we may alſo refer the word of Knowledge, or the 
gift of Prophecy properly ſo called, which of all the 
Un&tions of the Holy Ghoſt was a particular ſign to the 
Jews, that the Chriſtians were alſo the children of pro- 
miſe, upon whom the Spirit of Prophecy came. But 
then it was requiſite for them —_ other accounts, be- 
cauſe the diſcovery of things ſecret, and remote, and 
the prediction of future events was frequently neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the Chriſtians, and preventing 
of imminent danger to the Church. Thus Agabus fig- 
nifying by the Spirit, that there ſhould be a great deart 
throughout all the world, z. e. all * Fudea, the Diſci- * zem. on 
ples at Aztioch determined before-hand to ſend relief 3. 24-7: *- 
unto their Brethren in _ by the hands of Barnabas 
and Paul, So an Angel was ſent to Paul to aſſure him, 
that he ſhould be brought before Ceſar, and that God 
would fave all the lives in the ſhip for his ſake. By 
which Revelation he was enabled both to — 
an 
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and dire the Sea-men, who had otherwiſe given up 
all in deſpair. Hither I may allo refer the prediction of 
our Lord, A7atth. 24. 15, and 16, verſes, which the be- 
lieving Jers remembring, when Gallzs ſo providentially 
raiſed the ſiege of Jer»ſalem, imme _ltately went out of 
it, and fled to the Mountains, inſomuch that when 
Titus {ome months after helieged the City, there was 
not one Chriſtian in the * place. 

" Furthermore the Spirit of Preaching, Praying, and 
Prailing God by Inſpiration, or Prophecy improperly 
ſocalled, was requiſite for the ſtate of the Primitive 
Chriſtian Church, for by this the Circumciſion was 
alſo convinced, that God was no reſpecter of perſons, when 
th:y ſaw to their aſtoniſhment, that oz the Gentiles alſo 
were poured out the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, This was 
the reaſon why the Apoſtles did by Solemn Prayer, 
and Impoſition of hands confer thele, and other gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon Baptized Gentiles, to convince 
the Jews, that the Chriſtian Religion was to be Catho- 
lick, and that Chriſt was the Saviour of noleſs than the 
whole world. Furthermore they were neceſſary to con- 
firm the Faith, and warm the devotion of the Newly 
Converted Chriſtians, who were very apt through the 
deluſion of Hereticks, and Satanical ſpirits to Apoſta- 
tize, and renounce Chriſt, as likewiſe to convince the 
Jewiſh, and Geztile unbelievers, whom curioſity brought 
to the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, that God was in them, and 
among them for a truth, Laſtly, as S. || Clement, who 
was S. PauPs fellow-work-man, aſſures us in his firſt 
Epiltle to theſe Corizthians, who were (o rich in fpiritu- 
al gifts, theſe and other gifts were ſent upon the people 
as divine indications to the Apoſtles, whom they ſhould 


, Ordain Biſhops, and Presbyters and Deacons for the 


Cities and Countries which ſhould be converted to the 


\, Faith. Sothe Apoſtles diretted the Diſciples to look 


out among themſelves Seven men of honeſt report, 
and 
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and full of the Holy Ghoſt whom they might ordain 
Deacons. And S. Pal in his firſt Epitt. to Timothy 4. 
14. charged him not to neglect the * gift of the Prieſt- 
hood, which was given him by Prophecy, and the Impo- 
ſition of his hands. And accordin y Euſebius out of Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus reports of S. John, that he took men 
to ordain Biſhops of the Aſiatick Churches, 1» «ro 13 
Trevucld. OH uHivoptyur, from among thoſe who were 
ſignalized with ſpiritual gifts. Agreeable to which 
| S. Paul told their Predeceſlors, that the Holy Ghoſt 
had ſet them over the flock. 

Laſtly, Becauſe it was impoſſible to govern the 
Church more than other Societies and Bodies politick 
without ſenſible puniſhments, God endowed the Apo- 
ſtles, and their Succeſſors with a power of inflictin 
ſupernatural diſeaſes, and death upon incorrigible ot- 
fenders, while for want of affiſtance from the Secular 
arm, they had not power to make penal laws for them- 
ſelves. This ſupernatural power of inflicting corporal 
puniſhments, which uſually accompanied excommuni- 
cation, made the Apoſtolical rod as terrible as the peſti- 
lence that walketh in darkneſs, and the deſtruttion that waſt- 
eth at noon day..For by it offenders were delivered up to 
Satan to be tormented, poſſeſſed, and killed by bim, 
who is the | ordinary executioner of - Gods judgments, 
And it was ſoinherent at that time in the Apoſtolica 
funQtion for puniſhing of Scandals, and preſerving the 
Unity and Order of the Church, that God was pleaſed 
to ſecond their dreadful Cenlures in their abſence, as 
well as their preſence, as upon the znce/tuous Corinthian, 
whom this Apoſtle delivered *p to Satan 1n an * Eccle- 
ſiaſtical meeting at Corinth, although he was not there. 
And ſuch a tender regard had God for the Order, and 
Diſcipline of the Church, that he concurred with the 
Apoſtles in the execution of this power, not only againſt 
thoſe who continued ——_— in | inceſt, * —__ 
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hereſtes, and fuch like ſins, but againſt thoſe alſo, that 
were prating malitious .Schifmaticks, oppoſers of the 
Biſhop, and diſturbers of the peace and order of the 
Church. Such anone was Alexander the Copper-ſmith, 
and Dzotrepbes in the Church of Epheſus, whom S. Johr 
aſſured the Church he * would remember (z. e. cen- 
{ure when he came, for his evil deed. We cannot ima- 

ine that our Lord, who came not to deftroy mens 
Gus but ſave them, would have given the Apoſtles ſuch 
a power over mens lives, but in order to ſuch a conli- 
derable end. It was neceſlary, that they, their affiftants, 
and Succeſſors- the Biſhops (who are. likewiſe called 
* Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 8.23.Ga!. 1. 19., Phil. 2,25.) ſhould 
be inveſted with this power to preſerye their Autho- 
rity as Governours, and thereby. ſecure the diſcipline 


| and government of the Church-: which as ſuch is a 
Cor. An' Cle- Spiritual body politick conſiſting of Magiſtrates, and Sub- 


jects, and ſo ought to have its proper laws. Therefore 
God,who 1n his infinite wiſdom could not erect a Socic- 
ty without Governours,nor conſtitute Governours with- 
out inveſting them -with a ſufficient power of caſting 
contumacious tranſgreſſours out of their Government, 
thought fit in the Churches minority to execute. judg- 
ment upon thoſe, - whom they ejected; in which con- 
currence,. I conceive, conſiſted their miraculous power 
of inflicting ſupernatural diſeaſes, and death, A power 
more than Imperial, and greater than Cz/ar could ſhew, 
which made their Eccleſiaſtical ſubjets reverence their 
perſons, and dread their diſpleaſure,and by conſequence 
ſhews, that it was put into their hands in that exigence, 
as the Sword is put into the hand of the Secular Magi- 
ſtrate, that rhey might be a terror to evil doers, and 
aſſert their Spiritual government over the Church. This 
is plain from the ſtory of Ananias and Szpphira whole 
ſigden miraculous death was a terror to the reſt ( for 
2s the text tells us, great fear came upon all the Church) 
and 


Sn Is 1 
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and plainly ſhews that the Church was not a mere volun- 
tary Society nor the Apoſtolical authority precarious, but 
the undoubted Ordinance of God. 


From all which I hopeit is plain that the neceſſities of 
the Primitive Church were the reaſon, why God gave 
theſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to Her, and not to the 
Churches of later times. And this 1s apparently aſſerted 
by the Apoſtle in the 42h chap. of his Epilt, to the * Ephe. *Chnſoſt.in ep 
fans, where after he had ſpoken of the || gifts, which OO ” 
our Saviour gave in different meaſures to the ſeveral Mi- iis 383 
; niſters ofthe Church, tothe Apoſtles, Prophets, * Evan- br i 
; geliſts, | Paſtors, and Teachers, faith, that it was for the nauCeiu # 
* perfetting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for _—_ 
the edifying the body of Chriſt, till they came in the unity of place. i 
the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a * Eveyſtac- 
perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneff of Coulpus = © 
Chriſt, From * whence it is evident, that as the Goſpel 'Auax. id. 
increaſed, and the Church grew up, God, like a wiſe AN 
nurſe, weaned her by degrees from theſe miraculous wreze 3 75 
ifts, till at laſt having arrived at her full ſtature in Chriſt, Tt*9%iews $ 
- left her, as Parents leave their children, when they 7% 74 
are grown to be men, to ſubſiſt without extraordinary * Augud. 
helps and ſupplies. And therefore as the Scriptures in- Rn 
creaſed, God ceaſed by degrees to diſcover the doftrines * 
of the Goſpel by Inſpiration to the Miniſters of the 
Church,and by that time the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment were made up, and the Scripture-canon as it were 
Sealed, the Succeflors of the Apoſtles in the time of , 
| Clemens, Polycarp, and Papias, ( the Diſciples of S. John ) 5iGel/fres & 
* andof Juſtin Martyr pretended to no other way of reve- Piſcpuliſaero. 
lation, or coming to the knowledge of the Chriſtian Re- jm nn 
ligion, than by the | word of God, qui fidei ſermo- 
And then as the Goſpel began to be Preached in Latin, 1,vrun 
and Greek, and native Romans and Grecians were admit- tradebant. — 
ted to be Miniſters of the Word, the Gift of tongues, £46.6j.1. ;. 
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which was the firſt of the gifts of the Spirit, began te | 
grow uſeleſs, and ceaſe. Till at laſt Churches being ga+ 
thered in all Provinces of the Empire, andevery Nation 
having Miniſters of its own, the Goſpel was Preached 
without Inſpiration in all languages of the world. 

The gift of Prophecy properly {o called continued 
ſomewhat longer in the Church,becauſe in theſe times of 
danger, and perſecution, it was neceſſary for Chriſtians 


( as I ſhewed before ) to be forewarned of future events. 
* Lib. 3, bit, * Enſebius tells us, that Quadratus and | Ammins Phila- 


Ton lib delphenſis who lived in the beginning of the Second Cen- 
+ "Spe =_ together with the daughter ot Philip ( the Apoſtle ) 
had the gift of foretelling things to come, and cites a 


paſſage out of the dialogue of Juſtin Martyr with Trypho 
the ew, wherein-heatferts that Prophecy was (till ro be 
ſeen in the Church. Ireneus alſo 1b. 2.c. 57. reckons 
the Prophetical influx in Vifions,and predictions among 
the ſpiritual gifts, which he ſaith the Diſciples in that 
age received- in -different meaſures for the good of the 
Church. Orxexalſo in his Seventh Book againſt Celſas 
mentions this among other miraculous gifts which were 
then extant. But though at that time: the Prophetical 
{pirit was (till in being, yet it was very extraordinary, 
+ Ep.cd Done- and ſoon after ceaſed altogether in the Church. 
a” We read of the power of railing the dead in the fore- 
(Lib. 1, contr# _. . , 
Cell, cited P_ of Irexers, who ſpeaking of his own time 
* Chryſ. Hem. ſaith, And now the dead are raiſed, and have lived among 
=— = Fub. #5 many years, But the gift of healing being lo beneficial 
S. lack. de to mankind continued longer in the Church, ( as is evi- 
-—hn- dent out of * Cyprian, and | Origen, but little or no men- 
Fy.137.z4cc- tion is made of itafter, till the latter end of the Fourth, 
rum, 3 pleb. and beginning of the Fifth Century, when God was 
Hippon Chryſ. ; : 
Ho=, > En. Pleaſed to work that and many other * Miracles at the 
cow. Met. tombs, and by the Reliques of Martyrs, which were the 


"a4 uy, laſt Miracles in the Church, 


c.8. 116.1, | ' 
retirad, c, 23. As 
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As for Miracles ( ſpecially ſo called) they alſo began 

to grow ſcarce abour the latter end of the Second Gen- 

cury, after God had ſufficiently ſealed the truth of the 

Goſpel by them, and in ſpite of the powers of hell 

brought the world to embrace the Chriſtian Faith. But 

yet becauſe there {till remained an * Oracle now and , PIER 

then tobe lilenced, a Pythoniſt to be exorciſed, a Ma- Oracles 4 

gical ſpirit to be rebuked, or an inſulting and blaſphe- D_ = 

mous Demoniack to be-diſpoſſeſſed, God continued'{ry; of 4,cs 

them upon thele, and | ſuch like occaſions longer in the in therime of 

Church, and yet they too * ceaſed about the beginning INS 

of the Fifth Century when | 1do/atry was almott quite Chyſ.de 5.34- 

extinguiſhed,and when the Church built Her Faith not —_ — 

on preſent but paſt Miracles,and her Hieroms, Augnſtins, ; as upon the 


and Chryſoſtoms like us were not inſpired, but ſtudied —_— of = 
_ emple by the 
Divines. rw in Fuli- 
ans time. Naz. 
2. inve2. contra Fullan. Marcel, lib. 22; * Aug. contra Nanich. © dever. relig. lib, 1. re- 
trad. c. 13. || E3 5 aig ms in voy tio mins Flow Jundziueriay emduinruy es afeh F 
of tidd)oy avian, agaror ws evartunTes x, 6alzas ipei, Chryſ. de S, Babylz, 


As for the gift of Praying, and Preaching by the ſpirit, 
there is no mention made of it in the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 


ters, even wherethey enumerate the reſt of the Spiri- 
* 716.3.C4Þ.47 


tual gifts. Unleſs * Irezeus comprehend it under the Buſeb.biſd. libs 


gift of ſtrange tongues, with all ſorts of which, he ſaith, 5. cp. 7. 
many of the brethren ſpoke in his time by the Holy 
Gho!t. Neither need we wonder that there is no fur- 
ther account to be found of it out of the Apoſtles wri- 
tings, ſince the Chriſtians might learn what to pray 
for, and how out of the Scriptures, whiclrare an ex- 
cellent rule of devotion, as well as Faith, and ſince thar , 
gift was alſo rendered uſeleſs by the { early general uſe turg:Dr.#m-: 
of Liturgies, wherein the Church made Offices for Vi*v ofthe | 
the Sacraments, for the Ordination of Biſhops, Prieſts "OO 
and Deacons, for the Catechumeni, the Penitents, and 
Poſleſled perſons, and Supplications.and Prayers, and 
[nter-- 


RQCaſſ21d. Li" 
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Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for all men, for 
Kings andall that were in Authority in a good and ac- 


ceptable manner through the name of the only Media- 
tor betwixt God and man, the man Chritt Jeſs, 


Thus expired theſe miraculous 'gitts of the Spirit, 

the actual communication and exerciſe of which the 

Apolile in the 7. ver. of this _ calls the manifeſt ation 

of the Spirit, and ſaith, that: they were given to every 

man Tes: 79 ovugtezr, for the benefit and advantage of 

the Church. - But as the Church grew up from an in- 

fant to her full ſtature in Chriſt, ſo they grew uleleſs, 

till at laſt ſome ſooner, ſome later, they were quite 

taken away. -This St.Panl, who could do all Miracles, 

foretold in the 1 3th chap. of this Epiſt. wherein he ex- 

horts the Corinthians to covet the ſaving rather, than 

the miraculous Graces of the Spirit, becauſe theſe 

ſhould, but thoſe ſhould never fail. Charity (faith 

he) is a gift that never faileth, but other gifts ſhall, for 

» Senn; Whether there be * Prophecies _ ſhall fail, or whe- 

Fn«ſum proper ther there be * tongues they ſhall ceaſe, or whether 

ſuſceprionem fi- there be knowledge it ſhall vaniſh away. For we know, 

—— == 25 what we know by Revelation, but 1n part, and we 

quem ſuperfius Prophelie by inſpiration but in part, but when the 

ceſſabunts ; perfect knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, or the per- 

—_ in fect ſtate of the Church is come, then that which is 

futuro. Theopb. ;qnperfect and obſcure ſhall be done away. Even as 

| Diciti>zaw when I wasa chuld I | ſpake asa child, I * underſtood 

| wo asa child, I thought and conceived m—_ as a child, 

id. but when I became a man, and to the full uſe of my 

* Hoc 44979- reaſon, I put away childiſh conceptions and things. For 
pbetias referre . <4 . P ng . 

vidcrur. id, mnoW welce Divine Revelations as the Prophets did of 

old, ina dark Enigmatical manner, and by Symboli- 

cal repreſentations of things upon the fancy as in aglaſs; 

but then in the adult ſtate of the Church, we ſhall ſee 

'them after the Moſaical manner ina more rational way 


and 
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2nd more accommodate to humane nature, as it were 
face to face. 
I ſhall know them clearly, even as Iam known. To 
conclude, there are three permanent gifts, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; but the molt excellent of theſe is Charity. 


Havin 


gifts, an 


diſcourſe 


Now I know them imperfectly, but then 


thus diſcourſed Firſt of the kinds of Spiritual 
7 Secondly of the number, and variety of that 
miraculous ſort, which is underſtood in my text, and 
having in the Third place ſhewed the reaſons, which 
moved God to give them to the Primitive Church, and 
not to the Churches of later times, I proceed in the 
laſt place to make ſome improvement of the whole 


| Firſt then I deſire you to reflect on the difference be- 
twixt the Saving, and Miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
and then to conſider how much more excellent, and de- 
firable the former are, than the latter, and how much 
rather you ought to covet theſe than thoſe, although 
they were extant yet in the Church. As tor theſe they 


neither _— 
nor broug 


ed any ſaving Grace in the gifted perſon, 


t any along with them, nor drew any after 


them,but as * S. Chry/. compares them to riches, ſo like = -_ —_ 
richesthey tempted men to | Pride, Vanity,and contempt y Chr/.in Eph. 
of their Governours, as alſo to * envy, and hate one 4:#0m-11: 


another, fo that this Apoſtle was fain to make uſe of 


the ſame 


Apol 
griet of an 
many, or not ſuch ſpiritual gifcs, or not to ſuch a de- 
gree as others had ) as Menenins Agrippa did to appeaſe 
the Commons of Rome, by comparing the body politick 
of the Church to the natural body; which cannot be 
all head, hand, or eye, but hath ſeveral members ſome 
more honourable than the other, and all conſpire to the 
good of the whole. Nay ſo inconſiderable are theſe 


gifts in themſ{clves,and ſo unprofitable to any Chriſtian, 


Clem. ad Cor. 
£22. 
ogue, toallay the envy of ſome and the * Tieojb. on 


Corinthians ( who had none, or not fo * <7 


AZ-+ 


d $» # Ds 
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» reſpon! :4 as to his main' concern, that * like the 'fun and rain 

quaſi. 5.44 they were given to good and bad, and when they were 
Orthodox. in ! — 

Fujtin Alarr. ZIVen tO a truly good Chriſtian they could not ſecure 

Auguſt. de jm in a ſtate of Grace, for they could not reſtrain theſe 

Sirm, mt. Corinthians from many grievous fins, with which the 

Apoltle chargeth them, nor, as it appears from Heb. 

6.4, 5, 6. verſes, keep others from a final Apoltalte from 

Chriſt This, I Suppoſe, was the reaſon, why our Sa- 

viour, when his Diſciples returned with joy, ſaying, 

Lord, even the devils are ſubject unto us in thy name, an- 

+ Zuke 10. 175, {wered them thus : | Rejoyce not in thi that the devils are 

18,19,20 AUS: (ubject unto you, but rather rejoyce that your names are writ- 


in Tjale 13% Ten in the book of life. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks this 


Apoltle to the vain Corinthians, who valued themſelves 


ſo much upon the account of their ſpiritual gifts. 
* Aug.tra2.13. * Though, laith he, I could-not -only ſpeak with all the 
= —_—_— tongues of men, but expreſs my thoughts like Angels, 
ſam orſuejt. and have not Charity, I ſhould be no better than a mu- 
Cyprian. ce ical inſtrument of braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And 
ks though I had the gift of Propheſying, and underſtood 
zre, Gdemo- all Myſteries, and had all knowledge revealed unto me, 
- qr and though I had the higheſt degree of miraculous Faith, 
magnasinzer- {O that, as our Lord ſaid, I could remove mountains, 
oo prior and yet had no Charity with them, I ſhould be good 
arque admira- for nothing, nor become in the leaſt more acceptable 
bilis reseſt,xon tro God, The tongues of men or Angels, to ſpeak in 
celcſte conſe ©he Apoſtles phraſe, could have ſaid nothing more plain 
guitar quiſquis Or eMphatical to ſhew how much more excellent the 
—_ _ ſaving graces of the Spirit are, than the miraculous 
xon,&. gifts, which can neither render us like God, nor quali- 
he us for the enjoyment of him, and which gave no 
intrinſecal worth to the perſons, who formerly had 
them, nor made them more uſeful for the Chuch, 
than acquired gifts, which are the ordinary means of 
Faith, and Repentance, make us. Suppoſe thou knew- 
eſt rhe Goſpel, like the Apoſtles, by Inſpiration, what 
then? 


» 
ee OOO 


4 
- 

[4 
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then ? another Miniſter, who knows it by reading and 
ftudy is as capable to ſerve the Church as thee : and be- 
ſides if thou art, like a vain Corinthian, ambitious of In- 
S fpiration, know that it will add nothing to the reputati- 
2 on ofthy parts, for an inſpired man is but the veſſel to 
> the treaſure, the very inſtrument and Machine of the 
2 Holy Ghoſt, who can ordain ſtrength out of the mouths 
* of babes and ſucklings, and make a childe, or an idiot, 
: preachas wellas thee. = 

> Or ſuppoſe thou haditthe ſpirit of Prophecy, what 
Z then? Theknowledgeof —_ _ being as excellent 
Z in itſelf, andgenerally more uſeful to the world, than 
* the ons of things to come, the hiſtorian would 


. * haveas muchtoboaſt ofas thee. Nay hiſtorical know- 


> ledge hath the advantage above the Prophetical,not only 
= inthis, thatit is more clear and diſtinct, but that it ex- 
; tends a great deal farther, for the greater face of Janus 
2? hath long been ſet behind, to ſigniftie unto us, that the 
2 worldis grownold, and that many more ages aregone 
| thanare tocome. But it i5an honour to be a Prophet of 
God ? anditis a greater honour to be a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel, the ſervant of Jeſ#s Chriſt ; but if thou knew- * Dax. 10. 8. 
eſt the burden and pangs of * Prophetical viſions, and Gen, 15.12, 


the terror of Prophetical dreams, thou wouldſt, like 


ſome of the greatelt Prophets of old, deſire God tocon- —_ 


fer that honour on ſome other man. 
But thou wouldeſt have the gift of healing, why ſo? 

Is it that thou wouldit take pleaſure in doing good ? for 
the ſame reaſon thou mayeſt wiſh, that all thy Fiſh- 
ponds were pools of Betheſda, or that thou hadit all the 
riches of the world : but if thou haſt but Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, and Joveſt thy neighbour, z.e. mankind, as well 
as thy ſelf, thou art as excellent a Chriſtian, and as ac- 
ceptable to God, as if thou wert an inſpired £/culapins, 
and hadit Cured all the Hoſpitals in the world. Or what 
if thou hadfſt this wad] beneficial gift.? Thou haſt 
F contri- 


4 


* Gervaſius, & 
Protaſius. Aug. 
lib. 2.de ctv. 

dei c.8. retraT, . 
3.C.13, 
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contributed nothing to the having of it, for the bones of 


Eliſha, and ' of the '* Milan Martyrs had that, as well 
as thee. | 

But perhaps thou haſt a mind tothe gift of tongues ? 
W hat if thou hadſt it? an acquired Lingwit would do 
the Church as much ſervice as thee, and would really 
have more reaſon to boaſt of his learning, for God can 
makean Oracle of an Aſs, and Timber and Stones ſpeak 
Latin, Hebrew, and Greek. 

But if thou couldſt do Miracles : what if thou couldſt ? 
Hereticks have done them,andJndas did them,and yet was 
the worſt of men, and many ſhall ſay unto me in that 
day, Lord! Lord! have we not propheſied in thy name, 

and in thy name done many wonderful works ? and then 
will I profef# unto them, I never knew you, depart from me 
ye workers of iniquity. | 

But thou art a Miniſter, and wouldft fain preach by in- 
ſpiration, why ſo? not out of Corinthian vanity, and 
oltentation : for then thou art a vain-glorious man ; but 
becauſe thou haſt a defire to convert more ſouls ; - but alas, 
thou art not ſure of that, for the words 'of this inſpired 
Apoſtle were a ſtumbling-block- unto the Fewes, and a 
{candal to the Greeks, even the favour of death unto ma- 
ny, who heard him. And the Souls of thouſands, who 
heard inſpired Sermons from Chrift, and his Apoſtles, 
and ſaw them alſo work Miracles, lye roaring now in 
the flames of hell. 

But to pray by the Spirit is a moſt deſirable gift ; ſo ir 
would be indeed if thou like the Novice-converts of old 
knoweſt not how, nor what to pray for as thou oughteſt. 
But thou canſt cry Abba, Father, without inſpiration, 
and thou mayeſt make prayers, and ſupplications, and 
interceſſions, and giving of thanks for all men without 
inſpiration, which, if thou hadft- it, would not make 


- thy prayers more excellent in themſelves, or more ac- 


ceptable in the ſight of God. For whoſoever hath a 
| devout 


And a de oe 3ns 
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devout Soul: andapproaches God with that reverence, 
asks, 
what he would obtain in thename of Je/#s Chriſt, his 
conceived, nay his book devotion ſhall prevailas much at 
the Throne. of Grace, as. if it were inſpired. But in- 


which 15-due/ to. his nenite Majeſty, and heartily 


{pired prayers are a Teitimony of God's love ? So gene- 
rally ſpeaking believe they were, but ſoare croſles, and 
affictions ( which immediately proceed not from our 
own ſin and folly ) and yet thouart not defirous of them, 
although they are ſigns of Adoption, or publick teſti- 

: by which. God hath declared to his Church, 


monia 


35 


( which he.never did of in{pired perſons) that * ati. * #c.12.5.6, 
ed men are not Baſtards, but Sons. From all which 7** 


it appears how much more excellent, and deſirable the 
ſaving Graces of the Spirit are, thanall theſe pompous 
miraculous gifts, in which there 1s really no-intrinſecal 


excellence, nothing why we ſhould delire, or ex 


 themfurther, thanas they may be uſeful for the Church, 
: inſtruments of Religion, and motives to Faith and Re- 
| pentance in defeCtof ordinary means, and acquired gifts. 
All which I would have thoſe eſpecially to conlider, 
whoſe Enthuſiaſtical tempers, or educationsencline them 


firſt to admire, and then to conceit thele miraculous gifts, * Cur (inqui- 


till by inſenſible degrees they impoſe upon their own 1ma- 


ginations, and commence within themſelves illuminated pre 
non 


ee, 
om quidem 


men. 


Secondly, I proceed to ſhew what little reaſons the 
Romiſh DoQtors have to make * miracles a ſign of the true ris fuige privs 
Church. For Miracles were formerly wrought for ſigns 
toconfirm the Authority of the Apoſtles, and their Aſſi- 
ſtants and Succeſlors, and to ſeal the truth of that new M1d4#; quiſ- 
doftrine, which they were to preach about the world. 


Therefore to ſuppoſe that the Church ſtands always i 
need of Miracles is to ſuppoſe her to be ſtill in a ſtate of j,5; 
Minority, and her doctrine to be always a publiſhing to mu 


the world, or elſe to ſuppoſe, that infinite wiſdom 
F 2 


may 


unt ) 


uhunc ills 


miracula,que 


unt ? 


dicere nece/ſ1- 


quam credevet 
mundus ad boc, 
ut crederet 


quis adbac pro- 
digi, ut cre- 


n 4at, inquirit, 


um cſ} ipſe 


digium, qui 


0 creden- 


te, non credir. 


Auguſt. de civ. 


Þ&- gejl.22-6.8, 
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become impertinent, and ſeal the fametruths, ten thow- . 
fand times over. Indeed, as they argue, in the Church 3 
ofthe Jews there were always miracles to be found, be- 2 
cauſe their Theocratical conſtitution- of - Church and ; 


State was miraculous, God as their King being obliged : 


to make known his pleaſure in Civil and Military, as 
well as in Eccleſiaſtical matters unto them by Voices 


from Heaven, Oracles, and Prophecies ( as other Princes 


do by Proclamations, and meſſages) and their. Pro- 
phets werealways to work ligns and wonders to prove 
the Truth of their miſſion, and ſometimes.the certainty 
of what they foretold ſhould come- to pals. But then 


beſides the miracles, which belonged to the nature of 


their Theocratical Government, God wrought others 
for them, . and among them, to render himſelf, and that 
particular. Church more conſpicuous in the eyes of the 
Gentile world. Hither we may refer their miraculous 
victories by ſingle men, or armies over their enemies, 
which God wrought, to convince them by ſenſible expe- 
riments of his Omnipotence, that of all the ivinity 
of the Eaſtern world he alone-was the. true God, Burt 
had the Law been publiſhed amang all Nations, k':= che 
Goſpel, and Judai/m become the Univer{a! Religion of 
the world, Miracles at length would have grown out of 
uſe, as indeed they grew very rare after the Jews were 
diſperſed among the Nations, and their Law was tran- 
ſlated into Gre-&, which at the. time of the Tranſlation 
was become the moſt general Language of the world. 
Thirdly, T-procced to fhew you how unreaſonably 
the Church of Rome hath ated in ——_— the Fanati- 
cal preteuſions of ſo many groſs Impoſtors and Enthu- 
fiaſtsas ſhe hath: done to Inſpiration ;. Prophecy ; Viſi- 
ons; Lreams; Familiar converſes. with- God, and the 
glorified perlon of our Saviour ; working of wonders ; 
Communion with Saints, and Angels; Raptures, Im- 
pulſes, and alt other ſorts of Miraculous gifts,. that we 


read. | 
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read ofin the Primitive Church. Such as theſe were 


Dominic, Francis of Aſfize, Francis of Pole, Francis Xa- 
wverins, Ignatius the founder of the Jeſuits, Gemvieve, 


Tireſia, Catherin of Siena, Brigit, and many more of 


both Sexes, whom ſhe hath not only Canonized for 
Saints, but to the great ſcandal of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on hath incorporated Religious Societies of men and 
women to live according to their pretended inſpired 
rules. For which not only the Common people, and 
the Brethren, and Siſters of the Orders, but their 
Learned DoQtors pretend to have as great, (and, it 


37- 


_ be, a greater.) veneration, than for the Goſpel it 
ſe 


Fourthly, I proceed to ſhew you what a ſandy foun- 
dation the Popes Infallibility is grounded upon. For it 


muſt be reſolved into this Enthuſiaſtical principle of 


immediate Inſpiration, which according to the do- 
trineI have now Preached, . neither he,. nor any other 
Biſhop, or Presbyter of the. Church, hath warrant from 
the Scriptures to pray for, or expett. Ifayitis a moſt 
dangerous, and Fanatical pretenſion,” which is ſo far 
from having any ground in Scripture, that it makes it a 
moſt imperfte&t and uſeleſs rule of Faith, deſtroys the 
certainty of the Chriſtian belief, which was fixed above 
Sixteen hundred years ago, and inſtead of being a means 
of ending controverlies, as Papiſts pretend, it introdu- 
ces everlaſting Scepticiſm into all pn ym of. Divinity, 
by making truth, or falſhood, good, and evil, light, 
and darkneſs, ſweet, and bitter, nay what ſhall T fay ? 
by making right and wrong, God and Be/:a/, Chriſt 


and Anti chrift depend upon the breath of a ſingle, 


man, 


In the Fifth ”_ let meſhew you what a dangerous, - 


*Georze Keiths 
unmediate Re- 
velation, Priv- 


damaable, and precarious principle that is, which 
* aſſerts, that immediate Revelation, or Inſpiration is 


not ceaſed, but is a ſtanding, and perpetual gift in 


ted 1676. 


the -.. 
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the Church of Chriſt, belonging to the very ſubſtance 
of the Gofſpel-Covenant, and of .indiſpenſable neceſſi- 
ty to the whole body, and every member thereof. And 
that this ſpirit of immediate Revelation or o—_ 
light, is not, like the Sprrzrs in Primitive times, to be 
* Barcl2y's The- tryed by the * Scriptures, and reaſon, but that both 
foor 29098'4 of them are to be tryed by it. This doftrine differs 
ht from the preceding only in this, that, that makes only 
the Biſhop of Rome, but this makes every private Chri- 
{tian a Pope, andas it utterly overthrows the Authori- 
ty of the Scriptures, and makes them an ufeleſs rule of 
Faith : So hath it already caſhiered the uſe of the Sa- 
craments, and annulled the Miniſterial Orders, contrary *' 
to the Precepts and Precedents of the Goſpel, and the 
practice of Gods Univerſal Church. And when time - 
{hall ſerve, it can as effeCtually convert the Profeſſors 
of it into _— Popery conliſtently with their 
own principles, for they have:nothing more to do, 
than to ſay thaf the 'Spirit hath told them that the 
Church of Rome 1s the only true Church, and that 
ſupra hanc Petram belongs to the Pope, As this dotrine 
| Toxes and Was firſt privately ſowed among us by | Popiſh Emiſſa- 
- ries, ſo hath it been publiſhed in our and other coun- 
ab] 1680, tries by thoſe, who were Papiſts, as by Robert Barclay, 
who was bred 1n the Scottiſh Covent at Parzi, and 
L abbade a Jeſuit defrocqued. 
In the next place tomention will be ſufficient to con- 
fute the Pſenao-Prophetical Spirits of this age, ſuch as 
Nayler, Venner, and Muggleton, with his companion 
Reeve, who call themſelves the Lords Two laſt Wit- 
neſſes, and Prophets, and have framed many traQss, 
and letters from Jeſs, and the Holy Spirit, a colleQti- 
on of which may be had in Print. I deny not, but 
that God is free to ſend Prophets when he = Aras and 


that he may do ſo, when the exigence of the Church 
doth require it; but then whenſoever he ſends them, 
= 
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he will, as he hath always done, ſend them with the 

wer of working Signs and wonders, and whenſo- 
ever they ſhall come, we ſhall have a right to try them 
by the Scriptures, as a Teff. Burt for theſe, and the 
German Prophets, who pretended to Inſpiration, and 
Prophecy without ſigns ; to voices from Heaven, which 
none heard ; and {trange Apparitions, which none ſaw 
but themſelves; and who Preached other doQtrines, 
than what the Apoſtle hath preached, they were En- 
thuſiaſts, or Impoſtors, or a compolition of both, and 
had they firſt appeared in the Church of Rome, his Holi- 
xeſſhad likely careſſed them for great Saints and Pro- 
phets, ofercd them the compliment of a new Order, and 
ſo have obliged them, as he hath done many more by 
the ſame arts, todevote themſelves to his ſervice, and 
declare him to be YVice-Denus, Vice-Chriſtus, a God upon 
earth, the Sovereign-both of Angels and men. 

In the next place let me oblerve unto you, that among 
all the miraculons gifts of the Spirit recited either in this 
Chapter, or any other place of the Goſpel, there is no 
mention made of Heroical impulſe, by which men were 
ſometimes irreſiſtably moved trom the Spirit, under 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy to execute judgment 1n an extra- 
judicial manner upon the enemies of God. For God 
being the * Political King, and Legiſlator of the Jews, 
did as other abſolute Monarchs do, 1n ſome ſpecial exi- 
gencies ſend men with extraordinary fupra-legal com- 
miſſions to do preſent execution upon great and dange- 
rous offenders without ſtaying for the ordinary proceſs 
by Law. Butour Saviour, one end of whole comin 
was to put an | end to the Jewiſh Oeconomy, an 
who came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, gave 
noſuch gifts untomen. No, there is to be no fire from 
Heaven,nor no Phizehaſes under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, Accordingly the firſt Apoſtolical ages of wonder 
were utterly ignorant of killing impulſe and zeal, which 
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I could not but obſerve to. the utter deteftation of Chr:- 
ftian Aſſaſſins, the Clements, *and Ravilliacs on one hand, 
and the * Metwvils, and'Mitchels on rhe other. 

To proceed, Let us a little more particularly refle& 
upon that blaſphemous doQrine of the Qyakers ( now 
by the induſtry of the Emiſſaries no' contemptible SeX') 
concerning a Spiritual miniſtery, and ſpiritual worſbip, 
whereby they pretend that the Holy Ghoſt now comes 


down upon their Aſſemblies, as it did in the Apoſtles 


time, and moves them to preach and pray by inſpira- 
tion without any regard to condition, or Sex. Hence 
when they meet together they fit hanging their heads 
in a ſilent dumb manner, till the Spirit, as they pre- 
tend, ſhall move ſome body, it is indifferent be it man 
or woman, to preach 'or pray. Accordingly they. call 
their Preaching, Propheſying, and precarioully ſay that 
they have the Spirit of Adoption, by which they call God 


_ Father, and that the Spirit in the inſpired Miniſter 


maketh Interceſſion for themwith unutterable groans. That 
they groan ſufficiently, we grant, for ſometimes in their 
meetings they do nothing effe ; but .if their groaning, 
or vocal devotions be-from the Spirit, how comes it to 
paſs, that the-Spirit never moves them, as it did in the 


. Apoſtles days, to Pray and Propheſie in unknown 
. tongues ? When we ſhall ſee in their Aſſemblies, as the 


unbelieving Jews and Gertiles did in .the Primitive 
Chriſtian meetings, that they have the gift of tongues, 
and the gift of interpreting thereof; when together 
with the gift of tongues, we ſhall ſee that they have, 
as the Chriſtians had, all the other miraculous gifts; 
when we ſhall ſee that they fſhew themſelves to. be Pro- 
phets, and Spiritual in receiving what this Apoſtle hath 
written (in particular, that a woman ſhould not ſpeak in 
the Church ) as the Commandments of God, and laſtly, 
when with all this they ſhall preach no other doQine, 
ithan what the Apoſtle frach preached, and the Catho- 
lick 


£ 


by ſpiritual ; 
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lick Church received, then we will believe, if they be 
hwfully _—_ that it is the ſpirit which is ſpeaking in 
them, and that God is in them and among them of a truth, 
but till then we muſt believe them all to be Impoiors, 
or Enthuſiaſts, and blaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Therefore in the next place let us conſider, what an 
horrible fin it is to counterfeit any of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in particular the ſpirit of Praying and 
Preaching, which, with the gift of Faith as it is taken 
for inſpired courage and boldnefs, is moſt eafie to be coun- 
terfeited of all the ſpiritual gifts. But firſt let us make 
ſome refle&ion on the pretenders to the ſpirit of praying 
and preaching, under whom I comprehend not only 
thoſe whom I mentioned above, but another fort of 
uglers, who when they are aſhamed to talk, 
like the loweſt form of Enthuſiaſts, in a plain Fanati- 
cal ſtrain,and ſo apparently blaſpheme the Holy Ghoft, 
yet invent ſuch uncouth ambiguous terms in Divinity, 
and ſo artificially contrive the ſtyle and phraſe of their 
religious diſcourſes, as to beget an opinion intheir fol- 
lowers, that they pray and preach by inſpiration, and 


1 ſo beſides the diſhonour they refle&t on the Chriſtian 


Religion, and the Holy Ghoſt, maintain the Schiſms 
which they have made, under the colour of more ſpiri- 
tual ordinances and worſhip, and facrilegiouſly uſurp 
that ſpecifick veneration to themſelves, which was 
wont to be given to inſpired men. One equivocal 
phraſe which is commonly in the mouths and writings 
of theſe Sanftimonious men is the Spirit of preaching, 
and the Spirit of prayer, which, though by an Hebraiſm 
in Engliſh, they ought now to {ignite no more than the 
Skill, or habit of praying, and preaching, yet theſe 
Sophiſters and uſurpers (for{o moſt of them are) of 
our Holy Profeſſion ſo uſe them, that the deluded people 
generally take them in a more obvious ſenſe for praying 
and preaching by immediate —_ from the Hol 

Gho 
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Ghoft. To this purpofe they-talk muchof the. iz-2ame- 
inzs, out-lettings, and in-awellings of the Spirit, and 
have taught their diſciples to. object, that to prax'by a 
form doth ſtint the Spirit, and by theſe, and other like 
phraſes, whereof ſtore may be found in Rutherfords 
fetters, and the writings of the Independents, not. to 
mention any more, they havemade their followers take 
it for granted, that extemporary prayers, — as 
they are ſpoken, and acted by them, are theeffect of 
inſpiration, and by conſequence, that themſelves 
are immediately in{pired. This error concerning the 
extemporary fpirit of Prayer hath been the caufe of 

*Cocil. lev. much * miſchief to the Church, and of much diſhonour 

2.c4r.12. Pl to the name of God. It hath cauſed men tb have a mean 

ks opinion of Forms, although our Saviour not only taught 
fucrint in con- [11s Diſciples to pray by a form, but prayed by a form 
= eng when he hang'd upon the croſs. It hath madethem 
alie omnino di- rejeCt all Liturgies, and Liturgical offices, contrary to 
canyrin =, the practice of Gods Univerſal Church; nay it hath 

— ne made theſe Spiritual - Mountebanks not only diſ-ufe the -- 

fidew vel per Lords Prayer it ſelf, but forbid the ule of it as Superſti- _ 2 

Sperminn £10uS, Idolatrous and || a Papiſtical charm. By this 

ſtudixmſis the people of theſe kingdoms have been led into the 

_ moſt #znatural Schiſim and Rebellion that ever was, ? 

Carth. 3.c. 23, not to mention the later Murders, Rebellions, and Cove- © 

0D. 00009 ans; which the Separatiſts from our S:ffer Church 3 

x havecommitted, raiſed and carried on by the help of Þ 
this deluſion ; and they may Preach, and Pray the * 
people to what they pleaſe, as long as they hold them ? 

captive under this error, which is not only inconfiſtent 3 

with what I have now delivered concerning the gifts of | 

the Holy Ghoſt, - but contrary to the praQtice of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and it may be confuted, would people ? 
but refle&t, by the example of the Phariſees among the | 

Jews; and the flagitious lives of many Chriſtians, as of 


5 9a of * Baſlides the bloudy Tyrant of Myſcovy, the late __ 
; Y 


The Spirit of Enthuſiaſm Exorciſed. 


ptr of theſe Three Kingdoms, the Founder of the Jeſuits, 


4 


Labbade, Major * Weer, and Captain Verner, who of * In Rzvit. 
all Enthuſiaſts, or Impoſtors that ever pretended to 


Pray by the Spirit, were in this ſenſe the moſt power- 
ful, and eloquent, for they had words and rears, and ſighs 
atcommand, and ſo bewitched the people by their rap- 
turous ſpiritual-like devotions, as to paſs for men extra- 
ordinarily inſpired. 

Which brings me to reflet on the arrogance and 
preſumption of ſome ſort of Mzniſters, who warranting 
themſelves from the promiſes which God made of 
his ſpecial preſence to the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
the ſpirit of ſupernatural courage and confidence, which 
reſted upon them by virtue thereof, have treated Kings 
and Princes with a counterfeit fort of Prophetical bold- 
nels, as if God, as he ſpoke to the Prophet Ezekiel, had 
hardned their foreheads like flint or Adamant, or had made 
them, as he told Jeremiah he would make him, like an 
Iron-pillar, and brazen wall againſt the whole land, both 
againſt King and Prieſts, and Princes and people. Hence 
with incomparable rudeneſs, and inſolence, they have 
contrary to all rules of Chriſtian Charity libelled and 
ar war i inſtead of humbly reproving their King, and 
all under the pretence of preaching the word with boldneſs, 
and as if God had ſent them on prep as he ſent Na- 
than to David, Moſes to Pharaoh, or Elijah to Ahab, &c. 
they have called Proteſtant Princes Perſecutors, Idolaters, 
and FJeroboams to their faces, and told them that God 
would deſtroy them and their houſe. Nay they have 
(1 v rng in Gods name to lay civil injunitions, and pro- 

ibitions upon them and their Courts of Juſtice, and 
when the Magiſtrate hath commanded the people to do 
one thing, they havecharged them to doanother. With 
the like counterfeit ſpirit of Apoſtolical boldneſs, but 
of real unchriſtian- impudence and railing, they have 
{poken evil of Civil- and Eccleſiaſtical dgnities to the 
G 2 great 
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great diſhonour of God, and his Prophets,and Apoſtles ; 
who never ſpoke nor aCttedany thing by virtue of any 
ſpecial miſſion,and the ſpirit of courage which did attend 
them in it, but what was conſiſtent with gentleneſs, 
moderation, humanity, duty, and love. 

In the laſt place give me leavetoſhew you, how-much 

{ome Authors have injured the Chriſtian Religion, and 

abuſed the unlearned part of the world, who writing 

the lives of ſome modern Exthuſiaſtical Divines have re- 

preſented them as endowed with moſt of theſe wonder- 

ful Spiritual gifts. Thoſe, who deſire to be. ſatisfied in 

this particular, may conſult. the life of Dr. Same! Win. 

*In the 9. p. 77 * Provoſt in the late times of 774». Coll. by Dublin, 
of he pref. the and what is written of old Mr. | MWe{b, and other Scot- 


- 4m wy an W tiſh Miniſters, In the fulfilling of the Scripture, printed 
sky open, and 1669. From: whence, not to mention * other examples, 


hearda voice jt wall _ that unleſs God in mercy rebuke that 


= nag rener Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, which is gone out amongſt us 


ther he,nor hi-in theſe Three Kingdoms, we may have. as many 
_ er, Legends from ſome ſort of Proteſtants, as we have for- 
cannot be true, Merly had from the: Church of Rome. 
for his ſon 
went a begging, ſee p. 41. ofthe book. In the 10, pag. God aſſured him that he ſhould have a ſafe 
voyage into Jreland, and convert many ſouls there, ſeep. 4x, Once when he prayed for a ſick 
perſon in another land, he had an afſurance of the parties recovery, by an audible woice, and « 
glorious brightneſs which ſhined round about him, 46. When he was a School-boy, God ( he 
thought ) aſſured him by a vecal anſwer that he heard bis prayer, p. 2. When he war very ſick he 
afſured h:s wife, that he ſhould not dy, becauſe God bad not fulfilled a certain = which he 
made to him, p. 4. He converſed with Angles in 4 dream, and bad ſhewed unto bim the exceeding 
weight of glory, which is laid up in beaven pt Gods choſcn ones, p. 17, Helay a wholeday in an 
braucnly rapture, and defircd his wife, a Miniſter, and other friends to tell him, whethcy be were 
in the body, or out of the body, for be could nor 1ell, p. 24. Before be prayed with Coll. Fones his 
wife when ſhe was ſick, he asked her whether ſhc had faith to be healed? and when he had done 
praying he aſſured her ſhe ſhould live, p. 44. His hearers could tell by his prayers -for ſick perſons, 
whether they ſhould recover or nor, p. 47, 48. he knew the ſame himſelf, p. 50 when his wife 
lay under a temptation to turn Anabaptiſt, God aſſured him ty prayer, that he ſhould be quickly 
ſatisfied from heayen, p. 51. Mrs. Winters Siſters husband lying very ſick at Zcndon, ſhe ſent to the 
Dr. at Dublin to pray for him, but before he could be perſwaded to pray, he retired privately to 
know of God if be wers yet alive,and after prayer afſuredthe company, that he ſhould recover,p.5 2, 
53. Once praying in imitation of Abrahams interceſſion for Sodom, as he kneeled againſt a 
in the room, he ſawa great ſhining light about bim, and pcrfettly beard & voice ſaying The Nations 
ſhalt be ſpared for ten thouſand righteous ſeke, p, 56, Heuſed to pray for things, and haye- bis an 
| ſwer 
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ſiver before he roſe from his knees, and immediately givethanks thereupon, p. 56. He often heard * 
yoices, when none heard them but himſelf, according to As 22. g. p. 57. 

4 Whom that Author calls the man of God, and faith that Mr Rutherford called him the hea- 
venly Prophenical and Apoftolical man of God, He ſtruck a man dead upon the place, as S. Peter 
did Ananias and _ with a word,p. 252, He told one Fobn Steward of Aire, who came 
to vilit him in priſon, that the Plague of God was broken out in that place, and bid him haften 
home, and cauſe Heugh Kennedy Provoſt ofthat rown, to convene the people in the ſtreets, and 
pray together, and the Lord ſhould hear Heugh.Xcnnedy and remove that firoke. Which ( ſaith 
he )fell our in every thing as the man of God had foretpld, ib. At the ſiege of St- Fane de Angeli 
he defired the Canonier to diſcharge ſuch a piece of Cannon, affuring him, that God ſhould 
direft the ſhot, p. 254. He aſtonithed the King of France with a few words, and made him ſay, 
Surely, this is a man of God, þ. 255. 

* See the liſe and death of Mary Symſon of Norwich by Foba Collins, 1649. 


There are other excellent uſes, which might be made 

of what I have ſaid upon this ſubje&, 1. Concerning the 

reatneſsof the Apoſtolical, or Epiſcopal power, as we 
find it exerciſed by this Apoſtle over thoſe, who were 
inſpired. For by virtue of that Eccleſiaſtical Authority, : 
which he and the other Apoſtles received from Chriſt, From allwhich 
and derived upon their Succeſſors the Biſhops, he ſilenced oc Fries, 
the Palacio, regulated the ſpeaking of the Prophets, properly io 
commanded that not above two or three inſpired linguiſts Alt; ns 
ſhould ſpeak at one meeting, and that not all together, mited, and 
but every one in his turn. But if there happened to be <2fn'd. 
no Interpreter, then: that they ſhould all keep ſilence in 
the Congregation,and only ſpeak mentally to themſelves. 
In a word he commanded that all things ſhould be done 
decently, regularly, and according to his appointment. 
He reproved them for coveting the gift of tongues, and 
told them plainly, that if any man thought himſelf a 
Prophet, or any other ways inſpired, he- ſhould 
ſhew himſelf to be ſuch in receiving his orders, as the 
commandments of God. 

Secondly,. Concerning the uſefulneſs of humane 
learning,. and the neceſſiry of erefting Schools, -and 
Univerlities for the teaching thereof. For the Chriſhan 
Religion cannot be ſupported againſt its adverſaries with- 
out humane _ inſpired or acquired, And therefore 
as the Apoſtles, and Apoaſtolical preachers died, God 
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ſupplied their mortality, by calling Philoſophers, and 
other Learned men to the rational defence of the Goſpel 
againſt Jews, Heathens and Hereticks, whom the tor- 


mer had redargued not ſo much by words of mans wiſ- 
dom, as by the demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of power. 


*Theſe ſchools = among the Jews themſelves there were * Schools 


of the Prophets, ir which as the Jewiſh writers agree, 


were at Naigth the youth were trained up by ſtudy and diſcipline for 


rhe reception of the Prophetical Spirit, which according 
to Maimonides,whom the Jews call the ſecond Moſes, rare- 


And I dare boldly ſay were it not for the two Schools of 
the Prophets in our Iſrael, that the Nation would ſoon 
be overrun with ignorance, and Religion _ born 
down with Popery, and other monſtrous Sects among 
us, which have increaſed with the ſame proportion,that 
humane learning hath been decried, and the Two Uni- 


- werſities diſ-uſed, 


Thirdly, Concerning the goodneſs and wiſdom of 
God: his gooazeſs in ſending his Spirit with miraculous 
ifts to ſupply the neceſſities of his infant Church, and 
bis wiſdom 1n taking away theſe extraordinary means, 
when ordinary means were to be had. But I have been 
too tedious already. God grant that what I have now 


. delivered fo plainly on this ſubjet,may conduce to make 


us all have right and worthy apprehenſions of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which however it hath ſuffered by 
{ome mens Enthuſiaſtical Notions, and zeal, yet inge- 
nuous and teachable ſouls (and ſuch there are among 
the moſt erroneous Sects ) will eaſily diſcern from the 
frame and tenour of this diſcourſe, that, as it was de- 
ſigned by its bleſſed founder, fo it really is the moſt ra- 
tional, ſober, and regular inſtitution that he could have 
givento the ſons of men. 


FINIS. 


